
 THE HARBOUR W.I. 
  
There was a full house for the first meeting of the year of the Harbour W.I. 
Nearly 100 of the 109 Members turned up to hear speaker Sally Baldwin 
tell them all about the charity ‘Nowzad Dogs’. Sally arrived with her dog 
Brin – a real Ladies Man! – a quality learnt from the British troops in 
Afghanistan, his original home. Nowzad is called after the dog who 
befriended Royal Marine Sergeant Pen Farthing in Now Zad, Helmand. 
After learning of the terrible lives of most dogs under the Taliban, Sergeant 
Farthing set up the charity to re-unite animals with the troops who had built 
up such bonds with them during the conflict and to build the only shelter 
for stray dogs and cats in Afghanistan, to give them medical treatment and, 
if possible, re-house them. To date, Sergeant Farthing has sent around 700 
animals to the UK and the USA to be reunited with the soldiers and their 
families who adopted them while in the war zone. Sally then went on to tell 
Brin’s story. He was quite a hero! Brin had saved the lives of a group of 
Coldstream Guards by barking persistently when they tried to approach a 
hidden bomb. Brin was left behind in the raid, but Nowzad managed to 
fund his escape to the UK where he now leads a lovely life with Sally’s 
family.      
The Lunch Club met on January 22nd for a tour of St.Wilfred’s Hospice 
followed by a Cream Tea and on February 12th they are going to 
Callenders in Hailsham. There is an opportunity for Members to visit 
Glyndebourne in February for a ‘Behind the Scenes Tour and Tea’ and a 
Theatre Trip is also being organised for 9th April to see ‘Oklahoma’ at the 
Congress. With the Uckfield ‘Spring Fair’ in March and the ‘Annual 
Council Meeting’ at the Winter Gardens in March as well, the Ladies have 
a busy time ahead. 
The Craft Club meet in the Baptist Church at Pevensey Bay on the 3rd 
Monday of every month. At the December meeting on the 19th January the 
Ladies all got together to assemble and lay out the beautiful ‘Quilt’, which 
is to be raffled or auctioned. It is going to look amazing! This is a project to 
raise money for the Harbour’s adopted charity, which this year is ACWW – 
Associated Country Women of the World.  
The Harbour W.I. meets every 2nd Monday of the month in the Sovereign 
Suite of the Sovereign Yacht Club at 2pm. Next month the Speaker will be 
Ray Hale talking about “Vietnam – A Country Not a War”. The 
competition is to write a ‘Love Poem’ of 4-8 lines. There will be a Book 
Table and the Ladies are asked to bring ‘Smellies’ and Soaps’ for the Sales 
Table. 
The Harbour W.I. has reached a maximum for the premises where it is 
held, but visitors are welcome by prior arrangement with Frances Harrap 
on 01323 472649. 



 



 THE HARBOUR W.I. 
  

At the meeting of the Harbour W.I. on February 9th, the Speaker was Ray 

Hale, a wildlife lecturer, author, photographer and naturalist. He specialises 

in the study of arachnids – in other words ‘Spiders’! He told the Ladies 

about his passion for insects from a very early age and how he wooed his 

wife with presents of various spiders and insects in matchboxes!! She is 

now very involved with wildlife herself as a keeper at Drucillas Zoo. His 

recent project has been a trip to South East Asia to study the endangered 

species of spiders and insects there. His talk was entitled ‘Vietnam – A 

Country not a War’ and he told the Ladies how his work is helping to save 

many rare insects.   

On a very wet and miserable February 12th, twenty Lunch Club Members 

met in Callenders in Hailsham for a very enjoyable get-together. They have 

no venue as yet for March, but have decided to have a coffee morning in 

April – possibly at the Cavendish Hotel. There was a visit to Glyndebourne 

in February for a ‘Behind the Scenes Tour and Tea’ which was enjoyed by 

two groups of Ladies. A Theatre Trip is being organised for 9th April to see 

‘Oklahoma’ at the Congress Theatre in Eastbourne. The Federation ‘Spring 

Craft Day and Market’ is to be held in March at the Uckfield Civic Centre 

and the ‘Annual Council Meeting’ at the Winter Gardens is also in March 

on the 25th. 

The Craft Club meet in the Baptist Church at Pevensey Bay on the 3rd 

Monday of every month. At the January Meeting the Ladies continued to 

assemble and lay out the beautiful ‘Quilt’, which is to be raffled or 

auctioned. Several Ladies not involved in the quilt making made ‘Easter 

Bunny’ baskets and Spring flowers made from tissue paper. They intend 

making wine bottle covers next month 

The Harbour W.I. meets every 2nd Monday of the month in the Sovereign 

Suite of the Sovereign Yacht Club at 2pm. Next month the Speaker will be 

Chris McCooey giving a talk titled “Scandals – Sensational and Sad – of 

Kent and Sussex.” The competition is for an arrangement of Spring flowers 

and the sales table is for ‘Vases and/or Flowerpots’. 

The Harbour W.I. has reached a maximum for the premises where it is 

held, but visitors are welcome by prior arrangement with Frances Harrap 

on 01323 472649. 

 



 THE HARBOUR W.I. 
 

The March meeting of the Harbour W.I. started on a very sad note with a tribute by 

former President Gill Nokes, to Christine French. Christine was Correspondence 

Secretary for five years up until October last year. She passed away after a short illness 

and will be missed not only for her hard work on the committee but also for running the 

Craft Club for all that time. There was a collection for the charity ‘The JPK Project’ in 

her memory. 

The Members were reminded by President, Hiliary Hooper, about the Annual Meeting of 

the ESFWI to be held at the Winter Gardens on March 25th. Social Secretary, Margaret 

Stanbridge has arranged dinner at the Pomadero restaurant after the meeting for those 

who want it. There’s a Lunch Club meeting at Simply Seafood in Westham on the 22nd 

April, a Coffee Morning at the Lansdowne Hotel on the 21st May and a Theatre Trip is 

being organised for 9th April to see ‘Oklahoma’ at the Congress Theatre. The Marshdown 

Spring meeting is at St. Luke’s Church in Stone Cross on May 15th. There is also going to 

be a Buckingham Palace Garden Party held to commemorate 100 years of the W.I. and a 

draw was held to select one Member to represent the Harbour W.I.  Mary Verney was the 

lucky lady! New hat and outfit?!? The Federation ‘Spring Craft Day and Market’ was 

held on March 12th at the Uckfield Civic Centre. Seven Members of the Harbour W.I. 

were there to hear four very enjoyable talks centred on crafts. The after lunch speaker, 

Jenny Rayment, was especially entertaining and amusing as well as being extremely 

talented.  

At the Harbour March meeting, Chris McCooey was the afternoon speaker - an author 

who writes about Kent and Sussex. He starts with the title and then finds as many facts 

and tales as he can on the subjects. The titles are always three words starting with the 

same letter. His talk to the Members was called Scandals, Sensational and Sad. He told of 

the scandal of small boys of 7 years old being used as ‘climbing boys’ to clean chimneys; 

of the lucrative smuggling on Romney Marsh and the erection of the Martello towers 

which helped to stop it; the highway robbery which trains and paper money put paid to; 

the badly treated hop pickers and the grave robbers! He finished with a tale about the life 

of a lady called Freda Barton. A real “Free Spirit” born in 1870. She left 43 years of 

photos including naked pictures of herself and her three sons [fathered by her lodger!]  

And pictures of the 247 Cheshire Regiment – most of whom died at the Battle of the 

Somme. A very interesting, amusing and informative talk. 

The Craft Club meet in the Baptist Church at Pevensey Bay on the 3rd Monday of every 

month. At the March Meeting the Members made wine bottle covers with Hilary Lewis. 

Next month they are making paper flowers. 

The Harbour W.I. meets every 2nd Monday of the month in the Sovereign Suite of the 

Sovereign Yacht Club at 2pm. Next month the Speaker will be Michaele Wynn-Jones 

talking about ‘Mailbags and Porridge’. 

The Harbour W.I. has reached a maximum for the premises where it is held, but visitors 

are welcome by prior arrangement with Frances Harrap on 01323 472649. 

 



 THE HARBOUR W.I. 

After a welcome to new members and guests, two new committee members 

were introduced to the Harbour W.I. at the April meeting - President, 

Hiliary Hooper gave out ‘Good Wishes’ to everyone who had a Birthday in 

April, including Rosalind Bainbridge who celebrated her 93rd Birthday on 

April 8th! - the Harbour’s delegate for the East Sussex Federation Annual 

Meeting, Jacquie Frost then gave a short talk about the day, the speakers 

and how much she enjoyed it - then the meeting continued with the future 

plans. The Lunch Club meet at Simply Seafood in Westham on the 22nd 

April, the Marshdown Spring meeting is at St. Luke’s Church in Stone 

Cross on May 15th, there’s a Coffee Morning at the Lansdowne Hotel on 

the 21st May and there is also going to be a Garden Party held on the 22nd 

July in Jan Field’s beautiful garden. 

Michaele Wynn-Jones was the speaker for the April meeting. She gave a 

very entertaining and amusing talk about her 10 years of ‘Adult Training’ 

in a men’s prison! She got involved through necessity. Her husband had 

left her with three children and a mortgage! She had a knee replacement, 

was unable to walk and was on crutches when she knocked on the huge 

wooden door at Lewes prison, not knowing what to expect. The reality was 

awful. She was locked in for two and a half hours with up to 27 men and a 

big bunch of keys. Everything had to be taken out of cupboards as needed 

and put back again when finished with. Each time she had to unlock and 

lock the cupboards with the keys attached to her with a chain. On one 

occasion the key stuck in the lock and she was left hanging there! Only the 

crowing and banging of the men saved her. The ‘screws’ came running in 

full riot gear. Michaele eventually left the prison because the men were 

dangerous and she was terrified of them. She said that the only good 

memory she has is that she started to be able to walk again after a prisoner 

told her to ‘get rid’ of her crutches!        

The Craft Club meet in the Baptist Church at Pevensey Bay on the 3rd 

Monday of every month. At the April Meeting the Members are making 

paper flowers. 

The Harbour W.I. meets every 2nd Monday of the month in the Sovereign 

Suite of the Sovereign Yacht Club at 2pm. Next month is the Resolution 

Meeting, followed by a light-hearted Quiz. 

The Harbour W.I. has reached a maximum for the premises where it is 

held, but visitors are welcome by prior arrangement with Frances Harrap 

on 01323 472649. 

 



Members of the Harbour W.I. have had a busy couple of months. In May 

they had a discussion on the W.I. resolution “Failing to Care” – assessment 

of needs for long term care. The Members voted for their delegate, 

President Hiliary Hooper, to agree with the resolution at the AGM at the 

Royal Albert Hall. To lighten the mood this was followed by a Quiz on 

‘Inspiring Women’, devised by Carole Kirby. The winning table of 9! 

[supposed to be 8!!] went home with a bottle of wine each. The Coffee 

Morning held at the Lansdowne Hotel on May 21st was held in a room 

overlooking the sea on a lovely sunny morning. It was so successful that 

enquiries are being made to have the Christmas Lunch there in December. 

June started with 20 Members attending a live showing at Cineworld in the 

Crumbles of the 100th NFWI AGM – at the Royal Albert Hall! – with the 

Queen in attendance. It was very much enjoyed by about 300 East Sussex 

Members. Mary Verney won the ballot to go to the W.I. Garden Party at 

Buckingham Palace and told the June Meeting on the 8th all about it – they 

did have cucumber sandwiches!  

The entertainment for the June Meeting was from Sharon Elizabeth [a 

Member of Westham W.I.] She is billed as the ‘Lady’ Soprano and sang 

‘Banned and Risqué Songs from the 20s & 30s!’ – she explained that this 

was the Art Deco era between the two wars when women were becoming 

more liberated. The songs were ‘saucy’ with lots of innuendos, sung in a 

beautiful voice accompanied by her husband Paul Lewis on the keyboard. 

The competition for the best dressed ‘Flapper’ was won by Rita Nunn and 

Catherine Smith. 

Future events include 100 years of Food and Fashion at the Boship Hotel 

on 16th July, Jan Field’s Strawberry Cream Tea [in her delightful garden!] 

on the 27th July, a Centenary Concert and Picnic at Eastbourne College on 

the 6th August and a Theatre trip to see “Annie” at the Congress on the 13th 

August. There is a ‘Special Centenary Meeting’ on the 16th September – 

100 years to the day since the first W.I. Meeting – which will be celebrated 

all around the country. 

The Craft Club meet in the Baptist Church at Pevensey Bay on the 3rd 

Monday of every month. At the May Meeting the Members made 

Hedgehog Paper Racks! – and are making Tassel Bracelets and Key rings 

at the June Meeting. 

The Harbour W.I. meets every 2nd Monday of the month in the Sovereign 

Suite of the Sovereign Yacht Club at 2pm. Next month former Mayor of 

Eastbourne, Carolyn Heaps is giving a talk entitled “Partnerships and Life.” 

The Harbour W.I. has reached a maximum for the premises where it is 

held, but visitors are welcome by prior arrangement with Frances Harrap 

on 01323 472649. Information is also available on the S.H.R.A. website: 

http://www.shra.co.uk/wi 
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President, Hiliary Hooper started the July Meeting by congratulating Hilary 

Lewis for taking a first and a second place in the Craft Classes at the South 

of England Show. Her lovely entries were on display for everyone to see. 

Several Harbour members helped with this event and entries are already 

being worked on for the Autumn Show. Hilary gave an account of her 

experience at Ardingly, explaining how much work goes in to it! 

Before reading the Correspondence, Irene Scoble told how she and 

Treasurer, Chris Bateman became cake judges at a local school and what a 

delightful experience it was.    

Jacquie Frost then listed the future events for the members - Jan Field’s 

annual Strawberry Cream Tea on the 22nd July, a Centenary Concert and 

Picnic at Eastbourne College on the 6th August and a theatre trip to see 

“Annie” at the Congress on the 13th August. Followed by the ‘100th 

Anniversary Meeting’ on the 16th September. 

The guest speaker was Carolyn Heaps, former Mayor and councillor of 

Eastbourne. Her talk ‘Partnerships and Life’ was an account of her life as 

the daughter of a mining engineer; from when she was born in Peru – her 

upbringing in Calcutta [with servants!] – of being sent to boarding school 

at the age of 9 – right through to her training to be an SRN. She worked at 

the DGH, St. Mary’s Paddington and finished with 15 years as a practice 

nurse. 11 years ago Carolyn had a serious operation for cancer. Since then 

she has worked tirelessly for local charities, raising money by doing things 

such as ‘Wing Walking’, ‘Tandem Parachute Jumping’ and sleeping on the 

steps of the Town Hall in minus 4 degrees!  And she was also Mayor for 2 

years!! She ended by telling the members to ‘Be ever true to yourselves.’ 

After the break, Hiliary Hooper gave her report to the members as their 

delegate at the Royal Albert Hall for the National AGM. 

 On the 16th July, about 20 members went to the Boship Hotel to see an 

exhibition of 100 years of flowers, food and fashion followed by 

demonstrations of flower arranging, sugar craft and a fashion show. All put 

on by hard-working East Sussex Federation members.   

The Craft Club meet in the Baptist Church at Pevensey Bay on the 3rd 

Monday of every month. At the July Meeting the members met to finish the 

beautiful Quilt. Those not involved with the Quilt were shown how to do 

‘Stamping’. 

The Harbour W.I. meets every 2nd Monday of the month in the Sovereign 

Suite of the Sovereign Yacht Club at 2pm. Next month’s speaker will be 

Sheila Southwell with a talk entitled “One Thing Leads to Another”.  

The Harbour W.I. has reached a maximum for the premises where it is 

held, but visitors are welcome by prior arrangement with Frances Harrap 

on 01323 472649.  



 THE HARBOUR W.I.    
 

The speaker for the August meeting of the Harbour W.I. was Sheila 

Southwell, an artist who gave a talk entitled “One Thing Led to Another”. 

She is a renowned china and porcelain painter who told the members how 

she started watercolour painting as a hobby in 1969. When her husband’s 

job took them to Australia for 2 years she joined their version of the W.I. – 

Australian Country Women – and was introduced to china painting classes. 

This in turn led to her buying her own kiln, exhibiting and also selling 

some pieces. Her next step was teaching. She has taught at Denman 

College for many years and has also had several books published. Another 

of her projects has been restoration. She said that has been the most 

lucrative! A lot of hard work, but very well paid. A vase that was smashed 

into 54 pieces in a Museum burglary took her 2 years to repair! Next came 

miniature painting, with an exhibition in Chichester. Some of her work was 

on display and the miniatures were amazing! Sheila described herself as 

‘obsessive’ and said her latest obsession is cutting up her paintings and 

making cards and bookmarks. She can’t stop!   

Jan Field’s annual Strawberry Cream Tea on the 22nd July was as lovely as 

ever. Her garden was a picture and the weather was very kind! Members 

enjoyed home-made scones and cakes washed down by gallons of tea, all 

served by Jan and her hardworking helpers. On top of that, over £300 was 

raised for charity!! A Centenary Concert and Picnic at Eastbourne College 

on the 6th August also had good weather. Members from all over East 

Sussex picnicked in the college grounds before being entertained by the 

Archway Choir and the beautiful voice of Sharon Elizabeth.  

There was no Craft Club for August but they will meet in the Baptist 

Church at Pevensey Bay on the 3rd Monday next month to knit tea cosies 

for entry into the S E Ardingly Autumn Show. 

Future events include a Lunch Club meeting at the Beach Deck on 26th 

August, Marshdown Group meeting on the 16th October and Christmas 

Lunch at the Lansdowne Hotel on the 9th December.  

The Harbour W.I. normally meets every 2nd Monday of the month in the 

Sovereign Suite of the Sovereign Yacht Club at 2pm but next month they 

are meeting on the 16th September - the anniversary of 100 years of the 

W.I. in the UK. They are having a lunch catered by the Sovereign Yacht 

Club and have invited some very special guests; all women who have 

played important roles in our local community. There is also a surprise 

entertainer followed by tea and cakes.  

The Harbour W.I. has reached a maximum for the premises where it is 

held, but visitors are welcome by prior arrangement with Frances Harrap 

on 01323 472649. 
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September 16th was an important date for the Women’s Institute. It was the 

100th Anniversary of the first W.I. in the UK and The Harbour W.I. had a 

very special meeting on the day to celebrate. President Hiliary Hooper 

welcomed 82 members and guests; Her Worship the Mayor Janet Coles 

and her Consort; Chair of the East Sussex Federation Women’s Institute, 

Kathryn Hutson; Jill Parker MBE of the JPK [Sussex] Project; Jan Weeks, 

Chair of the Sovereign Harbour Residents’ Association and Sally Baldwin 

of NOWZAD dogs charity. All of whom had been specially invited for 

their valuable contribution in improving and expanding the lives of people 

not only in Eastbourne and East Sussex but further afield. The room looked 

very festive with flowers and balloons arranged by Catherine Smith, who 

was also MC for the day. A delicious lunch was served catered by the 

Sovereign Harbour Yacht Club. 

Jill Parker MBE was presented with a hand-stitched quilt made by 

members of the Craft Club, to be used for their fundraising purpose, 

together with a cheque. The donation was in memory of the late Chris 

French of which JPK was her chosen charity. Jill thanked members and 

told them that she would be receiving her MBE the following day at 

Windsor Castle. 

After being wined and dined the Members were treated to an extremely 

amusing entertainer, ‘The Dowager Lady Crabtree’ (aka Paul James) who 

gave a talk entitled “Growing Old Disgracefully”! Looking more regal than 

the Queen, Paul advised the Members that “Old Age is always ten years 

older than you!” The Mayor then thanked everyone on behalf of the guests 

and gave permission for Members to leave before her if they wanted! No-

one did!! Everyone stayed for tea and cakes and a super raffle. It was a 

lovely way to spend a wet and windy afternoon. 

It was a busy September with 15 Members going on a weekend trip to the 

W.I.’s own educational college, Denman College in Oxfordshire to take 

different courses, such as cooking, painting, photography, an historic 

Oxford tour and dressmaking!  

Plans for the future include a Lunch Club meeting in October at The Ocean 

Bakery, Pevensey Bay; the Marshdown Group meeting, also in October 

and the 8th Birthday of the Harbour W.I. on the 12th October in the 

Sovereign Suite of the Sovereign Harbour Yacht Club with entertainment 

by Richard Ratcliffe. 

The Craft Club meet every second Monday of the month in the Baptist 

Church in Pevensey Bay. They are having a demonstration on flower 

arranging in October.    

The Harbour W.I. has reached a maximum for the premises where it is 

held, but visitors are welcome by prior arrangement with Frances Harrap 

on 01323 472649. Information is also available on the S.H.R.A. website. 



 THE HARBOUR W.I.    
 

On the 12th October, a record number of members attended the 8th Birthday 

of the Harbour W.I.  

80 members and 13 guests were welcomed by President, Hiliary Hooper to 

a delicious afternoon tea supplied by Jan Field and her catering committee. 

The room looked lovely with orange pumpkins and tableware giving a 

Halloween theme. 

The speaker for the afternoon was Richard Ratcliffe, a former ‘Black and 

White Minstrel’; an actor, singer and general all-round entertainer. His talk 

was titled “It won’t be alright on the night” and he amused the members 

with lots of ‘insider’ stories of mishaps during his career – naming many 

famous people and places. He sang a number of songs for everyone to sing 

along with, ending with ‘Happy Birthday’ to the W.I. and the Harbour! 

Beryl Lloyd-Jones and Pauline Hale had written a short history of the 

Harbour W.I., which Beryl then read out – telling how they had started 

with 12 people in 2007; rising rapidly to the 113 members that they now 

have! 

The members have lots of eating events coming up!! The Marshdown 

Group Meeting is on 16th October (with tea!); the Lunch Club are meeting 

on October 21st at The Ocean Bakery, Pevensey Bay; the November Lunch 

Club is lunching at Pomodoro e Mozzarella, followed by Clive Francis at 

the Devonshire Theatre with his own account of Charles Dickens ‘A 

Christmas Carol’; and Christmas Lunch is booked at the Lansdowne Hotel 

for the 9th December.    

The Craft Club meet every second Monday of the month in the Baptist 

Church in Pevensey Bay. They had a demonstration on flower arranging on 

October 19th.  

Next month is the Annual Meeting for the Harbour W.I. followed by a 

light-hearted quiz, to be held in the Sovereign Suite of the Sovereign 

Harbour Yacht Club on 9th November at 2pm.   

The Harbour W.I. has reached a maximum for the premises where it is 

held, but visitors are welcome by prior arrangement with Frances Harrap 

on 01323 472649. 
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As it was the Annual Meeting of the Harbour W.I., President Hiliary 

Hooper led the Members in singing Jerusalem before the business part of 

the meeting which was overseen by W.I. Advisor Gill Nokes. The outgoing 

committee member Julie Stone was thanked, as were the husbands of 

various members for helping to set out the room each month and with 

printing programmes and monthly diary dates. 

After the Financial Report from Treasurer Chris Bateman; the Annual 

Committee Report from Secretary Irene Scoble and the President’s Report, 

voting took place for the President. Hiliary Hooper was duly voted in again 

as President. Two new Committee members were also welcomed in. 

The afternoon ended with a light-hearted quiz set by Irene Scoble which 

was won by a team led by Jill Overton. They scored 20 out of 20! – and 

went home with a bottle of wine each! The competition for ‘A Christmas 

Craft’ was won by Margaret Atkinson. 

On the 23rd October, the Lunch Club went to the Ocean View Bakery in 

Pevensey on a very wet and windy afternoon and had a lovely meal in very 

pleasant and friendly surroundings. The November Lunch Club is lunching 

at Pomodoro e Mozzarella, followed by a visit to see Clive Francis at the 

Devonshire Theatre with his own account of Charles Dickens ‘A Christmas 

Carol’ 

Christmas Lunch is booked at the Lansdowne Hotel for the 9th December 

and there is a Carol Service at St. Stephens Church in Bexhill, followed by 

lunch at Egerton Park Bowls Club on the 4th December. 

In April 2016 there is an opportunity to visit Denman College for 2 days 

with the East Sussex Federation. The trip will include travel by coach, 

accommodation, meals and courses.    

The Craft Club meet every second Monday of the month in the Baptist 

Church in Pevensey Bay. Secretary, Irene Scoble showed them how to do 

‘Tea-bag Folding’ at the November meeting. There is no meeting in 

December.  

Next month in the Sovereign Suite of the Sovereign Harbour Yacht Club 

on December 14th at 2pm, The Harbour W.I. will hold a Festive Tea with 

pianist and singer, Peter Wilson, going through ‘The Great American 

Songbook’ including Christmas favourites.  .   

The Harbour W.I. has reached a maximum for the premises where it is 

held, but visitors are welcome by prior arrangement with Frances Harrap 

on 01323 472649. Information is also available on the S.H.R.A. website. 
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It was a busy month for the Harbour W.I., starting on the 4th December 

with a festive Carol Service at St. Stephens Church in Bexhill, followed by 

lunch at Egerton Park Bowls Club. Then on the 9th December, over 70 

Members went to the Lansdowne Hotel for their annual Christmas Lunch, 

which was very much enjoyed by all!  

The 14th December was the last meeting of the year and started with 

President, Hiliary Hooper leading the Members in singing ‘Jerusalem’, 

before pianist and singer, Peter Wilson, entertained them with ‘The Great 

American Songbook’ - including Christmas favourites. He was helped by 

his assistant Linda and they sang and talked their way through a variety of 

songs by George and Ira Gershwin, Cole Porter, Gilbert and Sullivan, Ervin 

Berlin and others – finishing with song sheets for the Members to join in 

with Christmas songs and carols! 

The room looked lovely, with table decorations supplied by Catherine 

Smith in the form of giant crackers and the Catering Committee provided 

delicious mincemeat slices and Victoria sponge for tea. There were two 

competitions – one for the most festive earrings and one for the best home-

made cracker – both were won by Elaine Smith! After tea, Rosalind 

Bainbridge read out her entry for the County Competition, a poem entitled 

‘Didn’t We Have Fun’.  

The Lunch Club are going to Wetherspoons on the 12th January, with the 

option of a last look at the ‘Sales’ – if they’re still on?! There is a matinee 

visit to see ‘The Last Tango’ at the Congress in April and the weekend visit 

to Denman College is also in April.     

The Craft Club meet every third Monday of the month in the Baptist 

Church in Pevensey Bay. On January 18th they will be discussing next 

year’s programme and also the schedule for the South of England Show at 

Ardingly.  

Next month’s speaker is Bill McNaught. He will be talking about “Brunel – 

Three Generations – Father, Son and Grandson” in the Sovereign Suite of 

the Sovereign Harbour Yacht Club on January 11th at 2pm.      

The Harbour W.I. has reached a maximum for the premises where it is 

held, but visitors are welcome by prior arrangement with Frances Harrap 

on 01323 472649.  
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