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£10,000 for Sovereign Ward

In the May issue of Waterlines, our front 
page featured the presentation of a 
cheque for £500 from the members of 
the SHRA to the ‘Save the DGH’ fighting 
fund to seek judicial review of the 
decision by the East Sussex Hospitals 
NHS Trust to close the Maternity Unit at 
the Eastbourne DGH.

When the  members agreed to make the

At a special meeting held on 5th June, 
the EBC cabinet approved a report that 
allowed a devolved budget of £90,000 to 
be shared between the nine wards of the 
Borough; £10,000 for each ward.

The report considered two alternatives 
for deciding how the money should be 
spent.  The first required a consultation 
event, with the public putting forward 
options and the decision being taken by 
ballot; this was rejected as too costly.  
The second option, which was accepted, 
allows Ward Councillors to decide where 
best to spend the money.

In a recent newsletter, the Sovereign 
Ward councillors pre-empted the 
acceptance of the report by cabinet and 
announced that the money would be 
spent on ‘landscaping and beautifying’ 
Sovereign Ward.

We’re sure that many of you would 
agree that this is a worthwhile use of the 
money, but we’re also sure that many 
would disagree.  We’re constantly being 
told that the council is strapped for cash, 
but then we see £90,000 of our council 

tax being given away to Ward Councillors 
to spend on a whim.  Surely this can’t be 
right.

Of course, full public consultation would 
not be viable with relatively small amount 
of money such as this, but after all, it’s 
our money and we must have some say 
in how it is spent.

We’re sure our Ward Councillors would 
be grateful for your suggestions so 
please let them know how you would 
like the money spent.

You can contact them:

C/o The Town Hall,
Grove Road
Eastbourne
East Sussex  BN21 4TW

Tel: 01323-415777

E-mail:

councillor.bloom@eastbourne.gov.uk
councillor.morris@eastbourne.gov.uk
councillor.salsbury@eastbourne.gov.uk

Please let us know what response you 
get.   waterlines@shra.co.uk

Blimey - Oh Riley!
donation, we thought it would be 
appropriate for the cheque to be 
presented by an expectant mother and 
Tonia Mitchell, who was very close to 
giving birth fitted the bill very well.  Not 
only was Tonia within days of giving birth, 
which she knew would be by Caesarean 
section, but the birth would take place in 
the Eastbourne DGH Maternity Unit.



On 28th May, Tonia gave birth to Riley, a 
6lb 13oz baby boy, a brother for Mia, in 
the Eastbourne DGH Maternity Unit, and 
mother and baby are progressing very 
well, as our photograph shows.

Implementation of the Trust’s decision 
would mean that, in future, mothers like 
Tonia will have to make the twenty-one 
mile journey along the A259 to Hastings 
for their maternity services.  Not a 
pleasant journey at the best of times 
on one of the countries most dangerous 
roads but, for a mother experiencing a 
difficult birth, an absolute nightmare.

Of course, the problem doesn’t start 
there, expectant mothers who need 
specialist care before the birth will also 
have to suffer the long, difficult and 
expensive trip to Hastings every time 
they need to visit medical specialists.

Nor does it end there, after the birth, 
the family must make the same dreadful 
journey to Hastings to see the new baby 
and visit the mother.

Tonia told us that the care she received 
at the DGH was absolutely superb.  

The staff, she said, were 
professional and caring and 
she couldn’t praise them too 
highly.  She also emphasised 
how being able to maintain 
contact with three year old 
Mia, which would have been 
very difficult if the birth took 
place in Hastings, made the 
whole experience much less 
traumatic for both of them.  
And, to cap it all, even the 
food was excellent!

If you would like more 
information on the ‘Save the 
DGH’ campaign, please visit 
the campaign’s website www.
savethedgh.org.uk. You will 
also find details of how to 
contribute to its fund.

Eastbourne Seniors Forum

Following its very successful 
launch on 14th April, the Eastbourne 
Seniors Forum (ESF) has given advanced 
notice that the first Members Open 
Meeting will take place on Thursday 18th 
September, starting at 5:30pm.  

Full details of the venue and agenda will 
be published in due course, but please 
put the date in your diary.

The Eastbourne forum has been set 
up along with many others across the 
county to be a voice for the over fifties.  
If you are fifty or over and would like 
to help influence those who provide 
services for older people, you can add 
to the volume of the collective voice by 
becoming a member.

Membership is free, and open to all 
people over fifties who live or work in 
Eastbourne and the surrounding area.

You can get more information on the 
ESF, and register online, at:
www.esf-online.org

or you can get a registration form from:

ESF
PO Box 3080
Eastbourne
East Sussex BN21 9NG



Politics Show South East

A number of harbour residents took 
part in the South East section of the 
BBC’s Politics Show on Sunday 1st 
June, in an item that examined the new 
concessionary bus travel scheme that 
came into effect earlier this year.

The programme makers asked for help 
from the Eastbourne Seniors Forum, 
which has a large number of members 
living in Sovereign Harbour, and the 
item was filmed on a coach provided by 
Eastbourne Buses.  Harbour residents 
joined the bus in Pacific Drive and then 
picked up more Eastbourne residents 
from the pier.  The coach then toured 
the town while Politics Show presenter, 
Paul Siegert, conducted interviews.

Everybody who took part was very 
supportive of the new scheme but many 
expressed concern that, since it was 
introduced, services have been severely 
reduced.  

Eastbourne Buses Operations Manager, 
Steve Barnett, explained that although 
the government had committed to fully 
fund the cost of the scheme, the amount 
actually paid to the bus company was 
insufficient to cover the cost of travel, 
even if every seat on the bus was 
occupied.  The only way to reduced the 
shortfall, he said, was to cut services.

WRAS News (by Trevor Weeks)

The Swans at Sovereign Harbour hatched 
just one cygnet this year which within 
the first 48 hours became stuck in the 
water and was fished out by a fisherman 
and placed back on the nest. 

The cygnet was eventually rescued and 
has been taken to the National Swan 

Sanctuary near London where it is with 
other cygnets of the same size and being 
cared for by the dedicated staff.  

The two remaining eggs are no longer 
viable, but the swans will no doubt 
continue to nest and sit on them, but 
soon she will give up on them and leave 
the nest. I hope that whoever owns this 
piece of land will clear the area of suitable 
nesting materials and re-landscape the 
site so that next year the swans will not 
be interested in nesting there. 

I just hope that they do not decided to 
nest anywhere else around the marina.  
Several people have asked me why the 
number of swans have decreased at 
Sovereign Harbour over the past year 
or so. The answer is simple.  Their 
flight path has become dangerous and 
obstructed by the central development 
and the boats are now more wide spread 
throughout the marina. 

WRAS rescuers have dealt with a 
number of very seriously injured swans 
around the marina which have had 
broken wings, injured legs and feet all 
typical crash and collision injuries. Some 
people have even witnessed them flying 
into the masts of yachts and boats in the 
marina too. 

Naturally when a site becomes difficult 
or dangerous the swans will look at 
going elsewhere. 

WRAS is a voluntary organisation and 
relies on public donations to remain in 
operation.  If you would like to give your 
support, or would like more information, 
you can e-mail:

trevor@internationalanimalrescue.org



Social Clubs and Groups
For more information on any of these groups, call the number given, or vist the 

‘Social Activities’ page of the SHRA website (www.shra.co.uk).
Sovereign Harbour Art Group

The Sovereign Harbour Art Group meets 
in the Christ The King Church Hall, 
Princes Park on Wednesdays 5pm - 8pm 
and Thursdays 9.30am - 12.30pm 

Learn to paint with Acrylics, Oils and 
Pastels with an Experienced Art Tutor 
in a friendly, relaxed and enjoyable 
environment.

Phone Angela on 07914-884378 or e-
mail acrylicart@hotmail.co.uk

Sovereign Harbour Investors Club

The Sovereign Harbour Investors Club 
meets on the last Tuesday of each 
month at the Sovereign Harbour Yacht 
Club, starting at 7:00pm.  Membership 
is limited to twenty members.

Dates of meetings will be posted on the 
SHRA website.

To join the club, e-mail : curtis@
pubcricket.com or visit their website: 
www.shiclub.co.uk

Harbour Friends

Harbour Friends is a social group for 
residents of Sovereign Harbour ONLY. 
The group meets on Sunday evenings 
from 7:15pm in the first floor bar in the 
Yacht Club.  

New members are welcome on the LAST 
Sunday of the month. 

More details can be found on their 
website: www.harbourfriends.co.uk

Call Bev on 479797, or e-mail Bev at
bev@harbourfriends.co.uk

Strollers and Toners

The Strollers and Toners group meets 
on Mondays from 2:30 until 3:30 and 
Thursdays from 9:15 until 10:15 outside 
Fitness First in the Crumbles Retail Park.
The cost is £2.50 per session.

Everyone is welcome and the sessions 
usually run on afterwards with drinks 
and a chat on the harbour.

The Harbour Womens’ Institute

The Harbour branch of the WI meets 
on the second Monday of the month at 
2:00pm in the Sovereign Harbour Yacht 
Club.

If you are interested in taking part, 
please contact Mrs Heather Hyrapiet on: 
01323-416263.

Vet’s Football

The Vet’s football team meets on Sunday 
mornings for a ‘kick about’. Players can 
be 32- 102!!! and the purpose of the 
team is to meet like minded lads who 
live on the harbour for exercise and a bit 
of fun (nothing too serious!!) All abilities 
and fitness levels welcome. Social events 
are held for players and partners and 
more are planned for the future. 

For more information, contact Frank 
Milmoe on 07771-610158
frankmilmoe@btinternet.com

Sovereign Harbour Racing Club

The Sovereign Harbour Racing Club 
meets on a number of occasions 
through the year for excursions to local 
racecourses.

For more information, or to join the 
club, contact Linus Gunning on 01323-
470757.

Sovereign Harbour Social Club

SHSC meets every Wednesday from 
10am to 11:30am in the Harvester at 
the Waterfront for coffee.  

Each month, there will be one outing, 
lunch, theatre, places of interest.  

All are welcome, for further details.

Contact Sam Sweiry on 01323 479111



Yacht Club Open Day (by Alison 
Attwood)

There will be a warm welcome for all 
harbour residents at the yacht club’s 
open day to be held on Saturday 21st 
June between 12 noon and 4pm. 

Please come along and enjoy a glass of 
wine, nibbles and a friendly chat. There’s 
a very special deal on membership fees 
- get 15 months for the price of 12 with 
membership running through to 30 
September 2009.  (Any new members 
wishing to sample the yacht club for a 
shorter period can still take out half year 
membership to 1 October 2008 at 50% 
of the annual fees.)

Planning a special event? The Royal 
Sovereign Suite on the top floor of the 
yacht club is a fantastic venue for wedding 
receptions and parties, with panoramic 
views across the north harbour. 

If you have something to celebrate, 
please come along to the open day and 
have a chat with Darren, our general 
manager. And remember, yacht club 
members enjoy preferential rates for 
function room hire.

Sovereign Harbour Racing Club (by 
Linus Gunning)

Brighton is staging it’s annual family 
day on Sunday 6th July, and Glorious 
Goodwood’s family  event is on Sunday 
24th August.

The Sovereign Harbour Racing Club is 
planning to travel by luxury coach to 
both events.

The price per adult is just £25 including 
admission to the Grandstands.

And, as many as nine under 16 years 

old will be travelling as our guests at no 
cost.

Paul and Molly Rhodes will be organising 
matters on the North Harbour.  My wife 
Margaret will be helping me on the South 
Harbour.

Based on the past two seasons, both 
these outings will be sellouts.  At the 
time of going to print, there are just 
eight places remaining for Brighton and 
interest, and the Goodwood trip is filling 
up fast, so don’t delay, book now!!

To confirm your places, please send 
a cheque to me, Linus Gunning, at 61 
Daytona Quay, Eastbourne. BN23 5BN, 
or phone 470757 or phone Paul on 
479643.

Community Police Update (by Ed 
Faulkner)

I feel a little like a broken record at the 
moment, however car crime continues 
to be my focus in the Sovereign area at 
the moment.  

So far this month there has been thirteen 
incidents of thefts from or of motor 
vehicles, four of these incidents have 
been where a “satnav”, computer, or 
wallet have been on display in the front 
of the vehicle, and it has been broken 
into whilst left unattended.  

The Sovereign area is a very safe place 
to be, but we can not be complacent in 
the way we leave our cars and vans.  
Leaving items on display is simply 
inviting thieves to take their chance

Everyone needs to be vigilant to this 
fact, and if you see a neighbours vehicle 



Bright Ideas
The Waterfront • Sovereign Harbour
ARTS, CRAFTS AND GIFTS FOR EVERY OCCASION
LADIES SHOES, HAND BAGS AND ACCESSORIES
DESIGNER WATCHES, JEWELLERY AND SUNGLASSES

Bright Ideas – all three shops open 7 days at The Waterfront 
Gallery open Mon-Sat: 10am-9pm and Sun: 10am-6pm

Bright Ideas – Independent trading for a better local choice

Our privilege card is available to SHRA members. Ask in-store for details

Weekend and evening staff required, please call 471080 for details
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with something visible please give them 
a friendly word of advise.  

Car crime can easily be stopped if we 
take opportunities away from thieves.  

The Chief Inspector will be writing to the 
registered keepers of any vehicles which 
are leaving items on display.  

Please help us to help you on this 
matter.

Local market

There is a local market, every Thursday 
from 08.30 till 12.00 at St. Wilfrids, 
Pevensey Bay for the sale of:

Cakes-Toys-Bric a Brac

Books-Collectables

ewellery- Clothes

Home Made Crafts

Stalls Available £5.00.

Enquiries: 01323 410727

•

•

•

•

Harbour W. I. (by Pauline Hale)

Our meeting on Monday 12th May at 
the Sovereign Harbour Yacht Club was a 
well supported, busy meeting. On top of 
our normal business we had to discuss, 
at short notice and vote on the W.I. 
Resolutions “Inappropriate imprisonment 
of the severely mentally ill AND “Ban on 
Bottom Trawling” (Sea).  

Our speaker this month was Mr Geoffrey 
Corin, who told us about his interesting 
life as a chef and restauranteur. It is 
a shame we couldn’t taste the food 
described. Our thanks to Mr. Corin were 
given by Liz Beuzeval.  Our thanks also 
to Liz for the artistic “rainbow” coloured 
information notices she prepares for us 
each month.

On Friday 2nd May, three of us attended 
Little Common’s W.I. evening meeting 
with other guests.  The ladies of Little 
Common put on a delightful spread for 
us and the speaker told us about his life 
upon the old Queen Mary cruise liner.

On Monday 19th May we held our second 
Craft meeting/get together (Stitch 



and Bitch) with tea and biscuits at the 
Baptist Church Hall, Pevensey at 2pm.  
We are still discussing the design for our 
W.I. Table cloth which we will have to 
embroider, and what a craft to learn.  Of 
course if you have a hobby i.e. knitting 
or embroidery please bring it with you.

Our “programme” committee meeting on 
Tuesday 20th may was extremely fruitful 
with plenty of ideas for forthcoming 
events.  In September a fashion show 
– Autumn and Winter collection. In 
October we celebrate our First Birthday 
and in December a visit to the Theatre, 
possibly a pantomime.

Due to circumstances beyond our 
control our June meeting will be held 
on Monday 16th June, NOT Monday 9th 
June at 2pm when our speaker will be 
Judith Kinneson-Bourke “Dorothy in the 
Workhouse”.

Our competition is “Your most treasured 
old photograph” so it’s up into the attic 
and delve into your families’ box of old 
photos to see what you can find.

Ladies, young and not so young, if you 
are free on Monday 16th June at 2nd 
floor, Sovereign Harbour Yacht Club, 
do come and join us, you will most 
welcome.

Sovereign Harbour Social Club (by 
Pauline Hale

Our afternoon cream tea at Isfield 
Station, which is run by volunteers, was 
very enjoyable and on our return journey 
through the countryside we saw a herd 
of Llamas.  

Our outing to Yesterdays World at Battle 
on the 25th June has been cancelled due 

to lack of support; we are arranging a  
lunch instead.  We would like to thank 
Sam for arranging previous outings for 
us.  For further details please contact 
Sam on 479111

ESCC Mobile Office.

The ESCC mobile office will be in the 
Waterfront car park every Tuesday 
afternoon from 2:30pm to 4:30pm.  

Free Internet access, e-mail services 
and basic IT training, all are welcome.

Membership renewals

Thanks to all of you who have renewed 
your SHRA membership, and to all the 
new members who continue to join us.

If you have not renewed your 
membership, we understand that it is a 
bit of a pain but, it is the strength of 
our collective voice that gives the SHRA 
committee the mandate to enter into 
discussions with the Borough Council 
and others on residents behalf.  So 
please take the time to fill in the form 
on the reverse of this page, pop it into 
an envelope with your cheque, and mail 
it in to us.

Over the past few months, the SHRA 
has come under attack from a number 
of sources.  As we are just fighting for 
the interests of harbour residents, it is 
difficult to understand why, but it makes 
your support even has more crucial.  

The coming year is likely to bring up a 
number of very important issues that will 
shape the future of Sovereign Harbour, 
and it is essential that those involved 
in representing your best interests can 
clearly demonstrate that they have your 
full support.



Sovereign Harbour Residents Association
Membership Application/Renewal 2008 - 2009

 
Title:                  

First name: 

Last name:  

Address:

   Sovereign Harbour North / South  *delete as applicable

Postcode: BN23    5

Telephone:                                -

E-mail: 

  

I apply for membership of the Sovereign Harbour Residents Association and 
understand that the information supplied above will be stored on a computer 
system.  I also understand that this information will not be disclosed to, or 
shared with, any other person or organisation.

Signature:   

This form, with a cheque for  The Secretary,
£10.00 per household,   Sovereign Harbour Residents Association
payable to ‘SHRA’,  PO Box 124,
should be sent to: Eastbourne,
 East Sussex     BN24 9AW

 For SHRA use only.

 Date processed: 
         
 Membership number: 

To Sponsor Waterlines

07770-621368           waterlines@shra.co.uk


