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Sovereign Harbour Medical Centre

After many years of delays and funding 
issues, the new Sovereign Harbour 
Medical Centre will be opening on 
Wednesday, 7th December 2011.
The current premises at 2 Barrier Reef 
Way will continue to provide patient 
services until 6.30pm on Monday, 5th 
December 2011. The following day, 
Tuesday, 6th December 2011, the 
Practice will be closed. 
There will be a public open day to visit 
the new Health Centre for a guided 
tour on Saturday 17th December 2011 
from 10am until 2pm. This is open 
to everyone, patients as well as non 

patients. It will be a visitors’ day only, 
so no medical appointments can be 
offered for that day. 
Dr Adoki and his staff would like to take 
this opportunity to thank Sovereign 
Harbour residents for their patience, 
and for their personal and public support 
for this project over the years, which 
has led to this new centre finally being 
built. They look forward to continuing to 
serve the local community.
We can only hope that this is the start 
of a new era for the harbour, with this 
beingjust the first piece of the missing 
social infrastructure to be provided.



Like a rolling stone, the Carnival project 
is starting to gather momentum. 
Sovereign Harbour Eastbourne Carnival 
Action Team (SHECAT) is up and running 
and our first open meeting was a success. 
Thank you to everyone who came and 
joined in so enthusiastically. We had 
representatives from community groups 
including SHRA, Harbour Community 
Association, Maritime Volunteer Service 
(MVS), Harbour Rotary, Sovereign 
Harbour Art Group and Brushstrokes 
Art Group plus a number of individual 
residents. Andy Holter of the Eastbourne 
Carnival Committee gave a very 
informative presentation, which was 
followed by a lively discussion where 
various ideas were put forward.
But first, let’s remind you of the key 
facts: Eastbourne Carnival is making a 
comeback after 20 years thanks to its 
patron Stephen Lloyd MP, EBC Events 
and a group of gallant volunteers. The 
carnival will be on Saturday evening, 2nd 
June 2012 as part of Eastbourne’s Fiesta 
and the Diamond Jubilee Weekend, so 
Eastbourne will be really buzzing. The 
carnival team has already received over 
80 expressions of interest with a mix of 
floats, walking groups and bands who 
will parade from Fisherman’s Green to 
the Western Lawns where there will be 
even more entertainment.
Our ambition is to enter the carnival 
with a Sovereign Harbour community 
float. The initial response has been very 
positive: various groups have come 

together plus a handful of individual 
residents. Haven School has said it will 
join in, and we hope other groups and 
residents will get on board too. This is 
going to be an enjoyable, community 
venture – and one we hope you’d like to 
be a part of.
The carnival has two very topical themes: 
Olympics and Royalty. The view at our 
first meeting was that ‘Royalty’ offered 
more scope for colour and fun, and we 
should create a design that linked this to 
our modern harbour community. Some 
good ideas were discussed but we are 
still some way off finalising the design 
and another meeting is scheduled for 
early December to move this forward.
We are going to need lots of help: we 
want people with construction skills and 
who are handy with a saw and hammer 
and folk who like painting, running up 
costumes or dressing the set. We also 
need to raise funds. Special thanks go to 
the MVS who have pledged the cost of our 
carnival entry and insurance, but we need 
more and there are some great ideas in 
the pipeline: a group meal in January 
when we will be taking over the Happy 
Dragon in Pevensey Bay plus a race night 
and a quiz night in the new year. So not 
only is this a fun project to be involved 
with but also a great way to meet other 
local people and make new friends. 
June 2012 may seem a long way off but 
time marches on very quickly. We have a 
lot to do and we are going to have some 
fun doing it so if you want to be part 
of this community team, please contact 
Alison Attwood at alison.attwood@
btinternet.com or visit the website: 
www.shecat.info/  



Plans Submitted for Retail Park Regeneration

PRUPIM, which is developing the 
£14 million project on behalf of The 
Prudential Assurance Company, has 
announced that the Planning Application 
for Sovereign Harbour Retail Park has 
now been submitted and registered with 
Eastbourne Borough Council. Proposals 
include a state-of-the-art nine-screen 
cinema, additional shops and new 
restaurants. 
The submission follows a successful 
public consultation, which took place 
in August of this year. More than 430 
visitors attended the public exhibition 
and 240 feedback forms were received 
at the exhibition and online. 89% of 
respondents agreed or strongly agreed 
with the first three questions on the form 
– ‘Do you think the proposed changes 
will benefit the area?’, ‘Do you think the 
proposed changes will create an attractive 
destination?’ and ‘Do you think the 
designs are appropriate for the location?’. 
Since the public consultation the PRUPIM 
team has been finalising the scheme in 
light of the comments received.
Adam Birch from PRUPIM said: ‘We 
believe that the planned regeneration 
will make a real contribution to the 
area and the strength of support from 
Sovereign Harbour residents has shown 

that they share our vision for the future. 
In particular, our proposals will deliver 
improved shopping and leisure facilities, 
create jobs and facilitate the cross-harbour 
bus link. We look forward to continuing 
to work closely with the local community 
during the development process’.
The proposed name change – to 
Sovereign Central – attracted a much 
more mixed response, with 34% of 
respondents agreeing or strongly 
agreeing, 46% disagreeing or strongly 
disagreeing and 20% ticking ‘No opinion’ 
or none of the options.
PRUPIM has noted the views expressed 
and decided that this matter requires 
separate consideration. The Planning 
Application has therefore been 
submitted under the current name 
‘Sovereign Harbour Retail Park’. In line 
with this decision the web site has been 
rebranded as Sovereign Harbour Retail 
Park and can now be accessed at www.
SovereignHarbourRetailPark.co.uk.
The full Planning Application can be 
viewed at http://www.eastbourne.
gov.uk/planningapplications.
The Planning Application number is 
EB/2011/0633.



New Waterlines sponsor, Richard Allen, a 
teaching professional at the Eastbourne 
Golfing Park in Lottbridge Drove, is 
offering special rates until February 
2012.
A one hour introductory lesson with 
Richard, on the Lottridge Drove Driving 
Range, is available for just £10, instead 
of the usual £40.  Even better, Richard is 
offering an ongoing discount of 10% on all 
lessons to SHRA members, on production 
of a current membership card.
Group sessions for under 16’s (maximum 
of six per group) are just £5 per lesson, 
with the first lesson free.
These prices do not include the cost 
of balls, which must be purchased 
seperately.
For more information, call Richard on 
07582-375082, or visit:
www.shra.co.uk/richallen.html. 

Golf Pro Offers Discounts

You can now get SHRA news on your 
smart phone or other Internet enabled 
mobile device by visiting www.shra.
co.uk/mobnews.
To save download time, this page will 
contain only the past two weeks news 
and small graphics. 
Please try this facility and let us know if 
you find it useful; your feedback would 
be much appreciated. Please e-mail 
your comments to: webmaster@shra.
co.uk

SHRA News on Your Mobile Device

Rotary Club of Sovereign Harbour

Over the weekend of 19th - 20th 
November, members of the Rotary Club 
of Sovereign Harbour were accompanied 
by a number of visually impaired people, 
and their guide dogs, for a fund-raising 
weekend outside Boots in the Sovereign 
Harbour Retail Park.  
Over the two days, shoppers generously 
donated over £400 in aid of “Guide Dogs 
for the Blind”. 
Members will be out with their collecting 
buckets again, with members of the 
Rotary Club of Hailsham, when “Santa’s 
Sledge” visits Tesco Extra in Lottbridge 
Drove on Saturday 10th December.
The Rotary Club of Sovereign Harbour 
meets every Tuesday at 7:00pm 
in Simply Italian at the Sovereign 
Harbour Waterfront; new members 
are always welcome.  For more 
information e-mail president@
rotarysh.org or visit the website:
www.rotarysh.org/  

Rich Allen - Qualified Golf Instructor
Lottbridge Drove Driving Range - Eastbourne Golfing Park

www.shra.co.uk/richallen.html
Until February 2012:
Introductory Lessons Just £10
First Junior Group Lesson Free
Call: 07582-375082 Christmas Vouchers Available



Harbour WI
(by Judy Latter)

96 Members and Guests celebrated the 
4th Birthday of the Harbour W.I. on the 
10th October. They were all treated to 
a delicious Cream Tea which was laid 
on by the catering committee led by 
Pat Pearce. One of the Guests was the 
Chairman of the East Sussex Federation, 
Shirley Kirby, who gave a vote of thanks 
from the visitors.
This was followed by a talk by Steve 
Roberts who proved with his “Tales of a 
Scotland Yard Detective‟ that the slogan 
“Dull it Isn’t” was very apt for his line of 
work! He had the Ladies in fits of laughter 
with his stories about Champagne Sid, 
Harry the Rat and others. 
It was also very encouraging to know 
that the “Sweeney‟ or Flying Squad 
had such a good rate of success in the 
prevention of crime, rather than just 
catching the criminals after the event.
A very busy Meeting on the 14th 
November saw all but one of the existing 
Committee re-elected. The Assistant 
Treasurer, Maureen Chesterman, 
stepped down after two years in the 
position. She’s off travelling the world – 
literally! - visiting relatives in Australia.  
President, Gill Nokes, presented her 
with flowers as a thank you from the 
Harbour W.I.
The meeting was followed by a talk by 
Matt Daly entitled “Physio for Ladies of 
a Certain Age‟.  His “Question Time” at 
the end of his talk would still be going 

on now if Social Secretary, Jacquie Frost 
hadn’t shepherded him out of the door!
On the 17th November, a number of the 
Ladies met up again for Coffee at the 
Grand Hotel. They spent a very pleasant 
morning drinking coffee, eating delicious 
little pastries and, of course, chatting!
Future events include; Christmas 
lunch at the Cooden Beach Hotel on 
9th December and a Carol Service at 
St. Wilfrid’s Church, Pevensey Bay on 
Tuesday the 16th December.
There’s a trip to Harrods or the Victoria 
and Albert Museum on 21st January and 
a Theatre Outing to see “Sister Act‟ at 
the Congress on 22nd February.
The afternoon was brought to a close by 
one of the Ladies, Hilary Hooper, telling 
everyone about her Weekend trip to 
Denham College together with a couple 
of other Members.  It sounded as though 
they had a really good time. Harbour 
W.I. is going to raffle a £250 Bursary 
to Denham College at the December 
Meeting, so plenty to look forward to!
Harbour Craft Club met on 17th October,  
and again on 21st November, with 
Christine French showing them how to 
make quite intricate Christmas Cards. 
All the Ladies are looking forward to 
showing them off at Christmas [if they 
finish them!!]. 
The Craft Club meets every 3rd Monday 
of the month in Pevensey Bay Baptist 
Church Hall at 2pm and next month they 
will be continuing to make Christmas 
Cards with Christine French if she gets 
her voice back from this month’s meeting!
The Harbour W.I. meets every 2nd 
Monday of the month in the Sovereign 
Suite of the Sovereign Yacht Club at 
2pm. Membership for The Harbour W.I. 
has reached a maximum for the premises 
where it is held, but there is a waiting list 
for anybody who wishes to join in the 
future.  Visitors are always welcome.
For further information please contact 
Frances Harrap on 01323 472649.
www.shra.co.uk/wi.html



Fully Qualified City and Guilds - 15 years experience
Tel: 01323-479082     Mob: 07909-791456     E-mail: rchrdwarner@aol.com

Property Checks and Key Holding
All Decking and External Painting

Painting and Gardening

No Job too small
Plumbing and Tiling

All Electrical Work Undertaken

Richard’s Property Maintenance

New Eastbourne Lifeboat Appeal Launched
Eastbourne New Lifeboat Appeal hosted 
a reception at the Town Hall on the 
evening of Monday 31st October, where 
local dignitaries and supporters had 
the opportunity to view an exhibition 
of recent rescues, meet the crew and 
receive an update on build progress of 
the new Tamar class lifeboat which is on 
target to be completed early next year. 

Following a formal welcome and 
introduction from Dr Colin McKee, 
Chairman of the Lifeboat Management 
Group, presentations were given by 
Lou Purdy, RNLI area fund raising 
representative, and lifeboat Coxswain, 
Mark Sawyer. 
In reply, the Mayor of Eastbourne, 
Councillor Mrs Carolyn Heaps, said the 
entire town valued the commitment and 
bravery of the volunteer crew and she 
felt certain that townspeople, despite 
the challenging economic climate, 
would rise to the challenge of raising 
the £700,000 shortfall in funding of the 
new lifeboat.

During the course of the evening the 
appeal received a boost from the 
Captains of Royal Eastbourne Golf Club 
when Kenneth and Yvonne Macdonald 
presented a cheque for £1,000 to Dr 
Colin McKee to add to the £4,500 they 
had donated earlier in the year collected 
from events they have hosted during 
their year of joint captaincy. 

In the period to the end of 2012, 
Eastbourne RNLI, and its supporters, 
will be holding fundraising events to 
raise the final £700,000 needed to meet 
the £3.3million cost of the vessel. 
There is also a raffle, the top prize of 
which is for two people to spend a Sunday 
training day with the crew of the new 
lifeboat. Tickets can be obtained from 
Paul Metcalfe on 07841-915274 or e-mail: 
paul.sovereign@btinternet.com. 
For more information, visit the 
Eastbourne lifeboat website: 
www.eastbournernli.org.uk



Harbour Clubs and Groups
For more information on any of these groups, call the number given, or visit the ‘Harbour Clubs’ page of the SHRA website (www.shra.co.uk).

Sovereign Harbour Art Group

Harbour Friends
Whether you are new to the Harbour or 
have lived here for some time, joining 
Harbour Friends is a great way to meet 
new people.  Harbour Friends is a social 
group for Harbour residents of all ages, 
whether single or a couple.  The group 
meets every Wednesday at 7:30pm in 
the first floor bar at the Yacht Club. 

If you are interested in joining, as long 
as you are a Harbour Resident, come 
along any Sunday evening and ask for 
one of the Harbour Friends committee.  
For more information visit our website 
at www.harbourfriends.co.uk. 
Or call either of our membership 
secretaries; Gilly on 01323-470366 or 
Brenda on 01323-470114

The Harbour Women’s Institute

The Harbour branch of the W.I. meets 
on the second Monday of the month at 
2:00pm in the Sovereign Harbour Yacht 
Club.
If you are interested in taking part, 
please contact Frances Harrap on: 
01323-472649.  
www.shra.co.uk/wi

Vet’s Football

The Vet’s Football Team has now been 
running successfully for over three 
years, but more players are welcome to 
join, from  the ages of 36 plus, to play 
Sunday mornings on a casual basis.  

All abilities and fitness levels welcome. 
For more information, contact Frank: 
vetsfooty@hotmail.com 
www.shra.co.uk/vetsfootball.htm

Sovereign Singers

Sovereign Singers is an all female choir 
that performs in aid of the Eastbourne 
Blind Society.  New members are 
welcome.
For more information, call 01323 470445 
or email: musictime@uwclub.net

The Sovereign Harbour Art Group meets 
in the Christ The King Church Hall, 
Princes Road on Thursdays 9:30am - 
12:30pm. 
Learn to paint with acrylics, oils and 
pastels with an experienced art tutor 
in a friendly, relaxed and enjoyable 
environment.
Phone Angela on 07914-884378 or 
e-mail acrylicart@hotmail.co.uk
You might also like to visit the Art 
Group’s page of the SHRA website.
www.shra.co.uk/artgroup.html

Garden Bar Golf Society

The Garden Bar Golf Society meets once 
a month for a day of golf at high quality 
courses.

Current members cover a wide range 
of abilities, with handicaps ranging 
from 6 to 28 and, although the golf 
is important, the social aspects of the 
day are equally significant. For more 
information, call in to the Garden Bar 
at the Sovereign Harbour Waterfront, or 
e-mail gardenbar@hotmail.co.uk.

Rotary Club of Sovereign Harbour

The Rotary Club of Sovereign Harbour 
meets every Tuesday at 7:00pm for a 
buffet dinner in the annexe of Simply 
Italian on the Sovereign Harbour 
Waterfront. 
Visitors and prospective new members 
are very welcome
For more information visit: 
www.sovharbour.rotaryweb.org
e-mail: president@rotarysh.org.



Harbour Clubs and Groups
For more information on any of these groups, call the number given, or visit the ‘Harbour Clubs’ page of the SHRA website (www.shra.co.uk).

Sovereign Harbour  Yacht Club

New members welcome. You don’t need to 
own a boat - social members also welcome.  

Enjoy the friendly clubhouse, good food 
and  great fun. Open Tuesday-Thursday 
17:00-22:30, Friday-Saturday 12:00-
23:00 and Sundays 12:00-22:30. 

Call in anytime, or contact the 
membership secretary, Lorna Hooper, at:  
membership@shyc.co.uk

Strollers and Toners

Get fit, tone up, make friends, feel better
Mondays at 2:30 - 3:30pm. Cost £2.50
Thursdays at 9:15 - 10:15am 
Everyone is welcome and the sessions 
often run on with drinks on the harbour.
Please call Mari-Anne (fully qualified 
and insured) on 01323-479280. 
or visit: www.strollersandtoners.
co.uk

Sovereign Harbour Social Club

The Sovereign Harbour Social Club 
meets every Wednesday from 10:00am 
to 11:30am in the Simply Italian annexe 
at the Waterfront for coffee.  
Each month, there will be one outing; 
lunch, theatre, places of interest.  
All are welcome.  For further details 
contact Sam Sweiry on 01323-479111.
www.harbourseniors.co.uk

Garden Bar Football Club

The Garden Bar Sunday football team, 
which plays its home games at Hampden 
Park, is current champion of the Lewes 
and District Premiership. If you would 
like to join this very successful local 
team, call in to the Garden Bar at the 
Sovereign Harbour Waterfront or e-mail 
gardenbar@hotmail.co.uk

The Haven Women’s Institute

Due to insufficient support, the 
Haven WI will be disbanding 
after their December 2011 
meeting

To advertise your social 
club or group, or your local 
charity, on this page, e-mail:

waterlines@shra.co.uk
or leave a message on:

07770-621368
with full details of your 

organisation, and a contact 
number and e-mail address.

The Maritime Volunteer Service

The Maritime Volunteer Service (MVS) 
is a charity run organisation which aims 
to promote seamanship and maritime 
engineering for the young and old alike 
through local units around the country. 
Training nights are held every Tuesday 
evening at 19:30 in the MVS unit hut. 
New members are always welcome.
For more information, visit: 
www.mvs-eastsussex.co.uk   
E-mail: eastsussexmvs@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 07738-286373.

Interested in Yoga lessons 
for absolute beginners?

Call Sandy on:
07984-915916



Community Police Update   
by PC Ed Faulkner      

PC Ed Faulkner and PCSO Martin Hylands

Check Your Bus Pass

Is your concessionary bus pass due to 
expire on 31st March 2012?

We continue to enjoy relatively low 
levels of crime and anti-social behaviour, 
however the area around the Martello 
tower on the South Harbour has suffered 
some problems recently.   We have 
included this location on our Operation 
Blitz taskings to try and solve this.  
With Christmas approaching, concerns 
about burglaries rise.  Whilst we do 
not normally suffer from many of 
these very intrusive crimes, residents 
need to remain vigilant and keep their 
properties safe and secure during the 
darker evenings.  
Finally, on behalf of Eastbourne NPT 
I would like to pass our heartfelt 
condolences to the family of Adrienne 
Brecher.  She was a very strong 
supporter of the Sovereign Harbour 
community and of efforts to make the 
area safer.  She will be missed by many, 
including all of us here on the team.

East Sussex County Council will send out 
new bus passes at least a week before 
the date of expiry. 

If your personal details have changed, 
you should notify either: 

The concessionary bus pass team on 
0345 60 80 194 or buses@eastsussex.
gov.uk, your local East Sussex 
library staff; or  Eastbourne Borough 
Council help desk on 01323 410000 or 
enquiries@eastbourne.gov.uk 

Requests for replacement bus passes 
due to a change in details which aren’t 
notified before the end of January 2012, 
may result in a delay in receiving your 
new bus pass and you could also be 
charged a £5 administration fee for a 
replacement.

The minister at the Haven Church, 
Revd. John Brooks, sends his Christmas 
greetings to all Sovereign Harbour 
residents. 
He said, “You are warmly invited to 
join us at one or more of our upcoming 
events. 
All are welcome and we look forward 
to seeing you this Christmas-time. We 
meet at The Haven School on Atlantic 
Drive.”
The Christmas programme is:
Sunday 18th December at 10am 
Interactive Nativity Service
Sunday 18th December at 4pm  
All Age Christingle, followed by 
refreshments
Saturday 24th December at 8pm  
Carol Service
Sunday 25th December at 10am  
Family Christmas Day Service
For more details contact John Brook: 
Tel: 01323-325989
E-mail: john@thehavenchurch.org.uk
Website: www.thehavenchurch.org.uk

Christmas at the Haven Church



Harbour Friends Update
(by Elaine de Bairacli Levy)

Carols With The Crew  

The annual carol service with the band 
of the Salvation Army and the crew of 
the Eastbourne lifeboat will be held at 
the Sovereign Harbour Waterfront on 
Sunday 11th December starting at 
14:30. 
This is always a superb event, that 
provides an opportunity to thank the 
men and women who put their own 
safety on the line to help others in 
danger on the seas
Everyone is welcome, please come along 
and take part and, at the same time, 
give your support to this invaluable 
organisation.  
Don’t forget to bring some money!!

Another enjoyable evening of laughter 
and silliness was held at the Yacht Club 
on 16th November. Alison’s version of 
‘Not quite bingo’ raised the princely sum 
of £50 which was contributed towards 
the cost of the float at the Carnival next 
year. Needless to say, the float will have 
a nautical theme. Living on the Harbour, 
what else could it be? 

Many thanks to all those who supported 
the evening.

The next event will be Race Night on 

Wednesday 7th December at the Yacht 
Club, starting at around 7:45pm. As 
usual there will be several horsey 
humans to bet on, so please make a 
date in your diaries for what should be 
a fun night. 
Christmas meal Saturday 10th 
December - The Farm at Friday Street 
This event has proven to be popular and 
has a waiting list. Those members who 
have not yet paid the remainder of the 
ticket and given their menu choices are 
asked to do so by 1st December.
The final event of the year, and the 
last before Christmas, will be Gilly’s 
Choir performing at the Yacht Club on 
the evening of Sunday 18th December 
at 7.30pm. Concentus Choir has a 
reputation for being a choir which is a 
little out of the ordinary with a unique 
style.  Well recommended. 
A raffle will be held with all performance 
donations going to charity.
Events for next year?  Watch this space.
For further information please contact 
Brenda on 01323 470114 or Sue on 
01323 471673

Happy Christmas to all. 

Harbour Friends

Reminder/Update
The committee met with Hazelvine as 
planned on the 18th November. 
The meeting was productive and has 
highlighted several items of interest. 
Minutes for this meeting have been sent 
out via email to all those residents who 
have shown an interest by registering. 
If you have not registered and wish to 
do so please contact the committee via 
thecpra@hotmail.com. 
If you do not have access to a computer, 
please telephone 01323 478405.

Columbus Point Residents Assoc.
(by Elaine de Bairacli Levy)



Discounted PC Service Offers

Cut Price PC Health Check for SHRA 
members.
Your local friendly I.T. service. AP-it is 
offering a PC health check for just £45. 
However, SHRA members will get  a 
reduced price of just £40 on production 
of a current membership card.  
This service includes collection, and 
delivery of your computer once the full 
health check has been performed. 
Health Checks are important as they 
are the MOT for a PC which means your 
PCs performance and reliability will 
continue.
Discounted Secure Backup Service 
for your PC or MAC.
AP-it is also offering its Secure Backup 
Service at a discounted price for SHRA 
members only.  AP-it provides four 
different packages which are: - 
• Single PC (1 User, 12 Months) 
£39.99
• Family (3 Users, 12 Months) £45.99
• Unlimited (Unlimited, 12 Months) 
£59.99
• OAP (1 User, 12 Months) £25.00.
The Secure Backup Service provides 
real-time backups with unlimited data 
storage that runs on both PC’s and 
Mac’s.  
All members will get £5 off whichever 
package is chosen.
AP-it is registered with the Trading 
Standards “Buy With Confidence” 
scheme.
Visit www.ap-it.co.uk or call 01323 
887894 for further details.

We Want to Meet Your Needs
(by Chief Inspector Jayne Dando)

We want to make sure that we meet 
the needs of our communities, and that 
covers many different people across the 
Town. 
We have begun work to develop 
key themes (known as Equality 
Objectives) which we hope will make a 
difference to diverse communities across 
Sussex and we need your help.
Most people who contact us do so 
because they need our help, but 
everyone who contacts us wants to be 
treated as an individual, to be listened 
to and for us to do our job as well as 
possible. Providing a single approach 
to how we deal with the public won’t 
work for everyone - and maybe not for 
anyone. If we get it wrong, we are at 
risk of people not reporting crimes and 
incidents to us. 
No matter what combination of factors 
and experiences makes you who you  
are; if you’re male or female, younger 
or older, gay, straight or bisexual, black, 
white, Asian or mixed-race, have firmly 
held beliefs that are part of how you live 
your life, have a disability that affects 
your day-to-day activities, have come to 
Sussex from a country where policing is 
very different or are in the process of a 
gender reassignment - the chances are 
that the services we provide could be 
better tailored to meet your needs. In 
short, we want to put YOU first. 
We want to be as open and transparent 
as possible so local people can hold us 
to account. When you’re ready to tell 



The funeral took place on 18th 
November of Adrienne Brecher.  
Adrienne sadly passed away 
peacefully at home on 16th November 
after a courageous twenty-five year 
battle against cancer.
Adrienne moved to the Harbour from 
London in 2007, and soon became 
deeply involved in the community. 
She was a member of the Sovereign 
Harbour Neighbourhood Panel and 
a member of the SHRA committee.  
She was as uncompromising in her 
support of the community as she was 
in her battle against illness; she will 
be sorely missed.
The SHRA committee is joined by the 
Neighbourhood Panel, the Sovereign 
Ward Councillors and the Eastbourne 
East Neighbourhood Police Team, in 
sending its sincere condolences to her 
husband, Ken, and her family.

Adrienne Brecher 1944-2011us what you think, please complete our 
online survey (see below). And, if you 
want to leave your contact details, we 
can keep you informed of how our work 
on this is progressing over the next few 
months.
Within your neighbourhood team here 
in Eastbourne we have officers who 
act as a link to key groups within our 
community. From young people, to 
ethnic groups, religious groups to 
travellers and seniors, we try and make 
sure that we have a better knowledge of 
the community we serve in Eastbourne 
so that we can ensure our service is 
inclusive and adaptable. 
If you would like to know more about 
our diversity leads, who they are and 
what they do, please contact me or your 
local officer.
I look forward to the responses coming 
in!
To complete the survey, visit:
www.shra.co.uk/news.html (25/11)

Harbour Community Association

The Harbour Community Association 
(HCA) drama group will be holding a 
“taster tession” at the Haven School in 
Atlantic Drive on Wednesday January 
18, starting at 7:00pm. You can show 
your interest by registering in advance.   
Membership of the HCA is free to all 
harbour residents over the age of 18. 
To register, you can down load a form 
from the SHRA website, www.shra.
co.uk/hca or email hca@shra.co.uk



RNLI Update
(by Bob Jeffery)

It’s been another mixed bag of rescues 
for Eastbourne lifeboats which now 
total 130 callouts this year. In addition 
to the more ‘routine’ services, we have 
also been tasked to incidents deep into 
the shipping lanes. 
The latest occasion was to a young 
man who had been pulled overboard 
whilst deploying fishing nets from a 
2125 tonne Dutch trawler 18 miles out 
to sea on a dark and horrid night. The 
majority of fishermen tend not to wear 
lifejackets, luckily for this young man 
it wasn’t the case and his life jacket 
undoubtedly saved his life. 
He was in the water for almost 30 
minutes before being found and it 
was only the light on his jacket which 
enabled him to be seen in the darkness. 
Having been airlifted to the DGH in 
Eastbourne suffering from hypothermia 
I’m pleased to say he has made a full 
recovery from his ordeal. 
Unfortunately the outcome to a later 
incident was not as good, and our 
station volunteer doctor and paramedic 
were unable to save a sick Filipino 
crewman aboard a passing container 
ship. 
Talking of shipping lanes, maybe 
some new residents are simply not 
aware of what is happening over their 
horizon, this might help. Just over 
ten miles from Eastbourne (five miles 
beyond the Sovereign Light Tower) is 

a dedicated shipping lane which is six 
miles wide. This is for all commercial 
traffic in the Dover Strait heading in a 
south westerly direction. 
A further five miles out from that (the bit 
in-between being called the separation 
zone) is another similar lane for traffic 
heading in the opposite direction. At 
any given time, day or night, 365 days 
a year, there are literally hundreds of 
ships using this highway of the sea, 
making it one of the busiest shipping 
lanes in the world.
Our mission is to save lives at sea, 
that’s what the RNLI was founded for 
and that’s what we try and do. We also 
do our best to save peoples’ boats; 
very rarely we are unable to achieve 
both.  
Last week we were called out when 
a small yacht with three people on 
board foundered on the rocks whilst 
attempting to round Beachy Head 
Ledge at night. The crew were taken 
to safety but the yacht was badly holed 
and could not be saved and had to be 
left to be claimed by the sea.
Our new lifeboat appeal is well under 
way and gathering pace. As reported 
elsewhere, an official reception was 
held in the Town Hall last week; 
pledges of support were received from 
local dignitaries, local businesses and 
many organisations and individuals 
keen to help. 
Our latest fund raising event was held 
over the weekend of 12th and 13th 
November, on the pier.  A tweny-four 
hour hair styling marathon, including 
an end of pier angling marathon, 
netted a remarkable £1,300 towards 
our target of £700,000.
The new inshore lifeboat is to be 
officially named by members of our 
late benefactor’s family at a Dedication 
Ceremony to be held at the inshore 
lifeboat station at Fisherman’s Green on 
Wednesday 7th December at 2:00pm. 
Don’t forget you can follow latest news 
of rescues and events as they happen 
on Facebook and Twitter.     



Alternatively, go to www.shra.co.uk/join to join or 
renew using your credit card through 

Sovereign Harbour Residents Association
Membership Application/Renewal

 
Title:                  

First name: 

Last name:  

Address:

   Sovereign Harbour North / South  *delete as applicable

Postcode: BN23    5

Telephone:                                -

E-mail: 

  

I apply for membership of the Sovereign Harbour Residents Association and 
understand that the information supplied above will be stored on a computer 
system.  I also understand that this information will not be disclosed to, or 
shared with, any other person or organisation.

Signature:   

This form, with a cheque for  The Membership Secretary,
£10.00 per household,   Sovereign Harbour Residents Association
payable to ‘SHRA’,  PO Box 124,
should be sent to: Eastbourne,
 East Sussex,   BN24 9AW.

 For SHRA use only.

         
 Membership number: 




