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£10,000 for Sovereign Ward

At a special meeting held on 5th June,
the EBC cabinet approved a report that
allowed a devolved budget of £90,000 to
be shared between the nine wards of the
Borough; £10,000 for each ward.

The report considered two alternatives
for deciding how the money should be
spent. The yrst required a consultation
event, with the public putting forward
options and the decision being taken by
ballot; this was rejected as too costly.
The second option, which was accepted,
allows Ward Councillors to decide where
best to spend the money.

In a recent newsletter, the Sovereign
Ward councillors pre-empted the
acceptance of the report by cabinet and
announced that the money would be
spent on ‘landscaping and beautifying’
Sovereign Ward.

We’re sure that many of you would
agree that this is a worthwhile use of the
money, but we're also sure that many
would disagree. We’'re constantly being
told that the council is strapped for cash,
but then we see £90,000 of our council

tax being given away to Ward Councillors
to spend on a whim. Surely this can’t be
right.

Of course, full public consultation would
not be viable with relatively small amount
of money such as this, but after all, it’s
our money and we must have some say
in how it is spent.

We're sure our Ward Councillors would
be grateful for your suggestions so
please let them know how you would
like the money spent.

You can contact them:

C/o The Town Hall,
Grove Road

Eastbourne

East Sussex BN21 4TW

Tel: 01323-415777
E-mail:

councillor.bloom@eastbourne.gov.uk
councillor.morris@eastbourne.gov.uk
councillor.salsbury@eastbourne.gov.uk

Please let us know what response you
get. waterlines@shra.co.uk

Blimey - Oh Riley!

In the May issue of Waterlines, our front
page featured the presentation of a
cheque for £500 from the members of
the SHRA to the iSave the DGHi yghting
fund to seek judicial review of the
decision by the East Sussex Hospitals
NHS Trust to close the Maternity Unit at
the Eastbourne DGH.

When the members agreed to make the

donation, we thought it would be
appropriate for the cheque to be
presented by an expectant mother and
Tonia Mitchell, who was very close to
giving birth ytted the bill very well. Not
only was Tonia within days of giving birth,
which she knew would be by Caesarean
section, but the birth would take place in
the Eastbourne DGH Maternity Unit.






