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Community Council - Now it's up to you

Sovereign Harbour

Parish / Community Council

On Monday 31st March, the SHRA
chairman, Rick Runalls presented a
petition to Eastbourne Borough Council’s
Local Democracy Manager, David
Robinson, requesting the formation of
a Community Council for Sovereign
Harbour.

The petition, containing the signatures
of well in excess of the minimum 10%
of the registered electorate, effectively
triggers the process that should lead to
the formation of a Community Council
for Sovereign Harbour.

Since the campaign started things have
moved on, and the new legislation
that came into force in February made
signiycant changes to the process and
consequently to the SHRA strategy.

Under the old legislation, the Borough
Council merely had an obligation to pass
on the petition to the Secretary of State
for Communities, who would decide if
the council should be set up. Under this
legislation, the Borough Council had the
ability to delay the process, but very
little opportunity to actually affect the
outcome.

Under the new legislation, the Borough
Council has an obligation to fairly
evaluate the request, and to conduct
whatever consultation it feels is required
including, if necessary, a referendum.
Under this legislation, having consulted
the electorate, the Borough Council has
the power to refuse the request.

Another factor contributing to our
strategy was that at the start of the
campaign we received assurances from
the leaders of both political groups on
the Borough Council that they would
remain neutral in the process and wait
to see what the people wanted, which is
all we could have hoped for.

However, the negative campaign of
misinformation by some prominent
opponents of the initiative has

undermined our conydence in the ability
of the Borough Council to fairly assess
the request.

The strength of residents’ support,
expressed through the petition, now
puts the ball yrmly in the Borough
Council’'s court and we are sure that
Sovereign Harbour residents will be
watching carefully to see that the legal
obligation to conduct a fair and impartial
evaluation is fulylled.



At the open meeting held at the Haven
School, Rick Runalls indicated that there
would be more meetings to further
explore the implications before moving
ahead, and that remains our yrm
intention. However, there is little point
in doing so until we receive a response
from the Borough Council and have an
indication of how the evaluation will be
conducted.

We believe that the SHRA has an
important part to play in this process
and have offered EBC our support. We
hope this will be accepted in the spirit in
which it is given.

It has always been the SHRA position
that you, the residents of Sovereign
Harbour, should decide. We hope you
will participate fully in the consultation
process and will share our view that a
Community Council has a vital part to
play in ensuring that Sovereign Harbour
residents get the services that we
deserve, and to which we are entitled.

If, on the other hand, you feel that a
Sovereign Harbour Community Council
is not the way forward, then so be it,
but at least you will have been given the
opportunity to express your views.

Whatever happens, you can be sure that
there are interesting times ahead for the
harbour. If you are interested in non-
party political local democracy, we would
be very interested to hear from you.
Join us and become part of the solution
to the problems caused by twenty years
of political neglect.

Surgery planning consent extended

At their March meeting, the EBC Planning
Committee granted a two year extension
to the temporary consent that allows
the Harbour Medical Practice to operate
from a residential dwelling in Barrier
Reef Way.

Local residents who opposed the
extension told the committee members
that a minority of surgery users, who
refused to use the parking area off
Paciyc Drive opposite the entrance to
Barrier Reef Way were causing serious
problems by using local parking areas and

obstructing access to their property.

An SHRA representative who spoke in
support of the application, although
sympathising with the problems being
experienced by residents, told the
committee that plans for a new medical
centre were at an advanced stage and
assurances had been received from the
PCT that this was a high priority project
and funding was available. This was
supported by the Borough Council’s
Development Control Manager.

Dr. Adoki, the GP who applied for the
extension of consent, also conyrmed that
he was negotiating with Carillion for the
purchase of the land for a medical centre
and hoped to be bringing an application
to the committee in the near future.
In answer to a committee member’s
question, Dr. Adoki answered that of
almost 4,000 people on his list, the vast
majority were harbour residents.

In the event, the application was
approved by a majority of just four votes
to three, with one abstention; much too
close for comfort.

We therefore ask all of you who beneyt
from this excellent practice to consider
the comfort and safety of residents by
using the parking facilities provided.

Yacht Club Open Day

There will be a warm welcome for all
harbour residents at the yacht club’s
open day to be held on Saturday 19
April between 12 noon and 4pm. Please
come along and enjoy a glass of wine,
nibbles and a friendly chat. Membership
fees will be reduced by 50% for the
second half year, and there are special
incentives for residents at the open day,
including vouchers for a free meal in
our popular galley. Planning a special
event? The Royal Sovereign Suite on the
top poor of the yacht club is a fantastic
venue for wedding receptions and
parties, with panoramic views across the
north harbour. If you have something
to celebrate, please come along to the
open day and have a chat with our
general manager. And remember, yacht
club members enjoy preferential rates
for functions.






