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One Thousand!
When the current SHRA committee 
took ofýce just two and a half years 
ago, we  were all new members, and all 
had membership 
numbers around 
the óýftiesô.

At the beginning 
of the current 
membership year, 
we decided that we 
should order 1,000 
membership cards, 
which we felt 
would be sufýcient.  
Now, just over half 
way through the 
year, we  have just signed up member 
number 999, and are about to run out of 
membership cards.

This isnôt a problem as we can órecycleô 
the membership numbers of those 
members who have left the harbour, 
or who decided not to renew their 
membership, for whatever reason. 

What it does mean, however, is that 
if you have not yet renewed your 
membership for the current year, your 
membership number could be allocated 
to a new member.

Having reached this milestone, we 
decided that it should not go unmarked 
and felt that it would be appropriate 
that this number should be allocated to 
an honorary member, somebody who 
had supported the Sovereign Harbour 
community and the efforts of the SHRA.

We already have some ideas,  but would 
appreciate your help in coming to a 

decision.  

Please let us have you nominations for 
this honorary 
m e m b e r s h i p , 
which we will 
publish in the 
December issue of 
Waterlines.  The 
only restriction 
we will impose is 
that your nominee 
should not be 
involved in party 
politics of any 
colour. 

Please send your nominations to:

Member 1,000
Waterlines
PO Box 124
Eastbourne BN24 9AW

or e-mail waterlines@shra.co.uk

It is the continued support of harbour 
residents that gives us the mandate to 
enter into discussions on your behalf.  
It is encouraging that, even though 
construction of residential properties is 
almost at an end, new members are still 
joining us.  It wonôt be long, however, 
before the harbour population hits the 
peak.

If you would like to join us, or havenôt 
yet renewed your membership for the 
current year, and donôt want to lose your 
number, please be sure to ýll in the form 
on the back page and get it back to us 
as soon as possible.  Your continued 
support is vital.



Medical Centre progress

Shortly after the October issue of 
Waterlines went to print, SHRA 
committee members were invited by 
Sovereign Wardôs county councillor 
David Elkin to join him in a meeting with 
Councillor John Barnes, Chairman of the 
East Sussex Downs and Weald Primary 
Care Trust. Also present at the meeting, 
which took place at the proposed site for 
the Sovereign Harbour Medical Centre in 
Harbour Quay, were Graham Credland, 
who is responsible for the provision of 
facilities for the PCT and Sovereign Ward 
campaigner Tracy Moles.

The purpose of the meeting was to 
discuss progress in the provision of a 
much needed medical centre for the 
harbour. Councillor Barnes assured us 
that the Sovereign Harbour medical 
centre was the PCTôs top priority, other 
than those medical centres that were 
currently planned or under construction, 
and was hopeful that ýrm plans would 
be in place by the end of the year with a 
planning application probable very early 
in the new year.

David Elkin said: ñIt was a very 
worthwhile and constructive meeting, 
and we all now have a much better 
understanding of the procedures and 
responsibilities and how the PCT is 
involved in the process. I am now very 
optimistic that the Sovereign Harbour 
medical centre will soon become more 
than just a concept.ò

It was conýrmed that the area now 
occupied by the Carillion temporary 
ofýces is the preferred site for the project 
and that negotiations were in progress 
with Carillion for the purchase of the 
land. Considering that the land was said 
at the B&Q planning application to have 
ónegative valueô we would presume that 
Carillion will donate it to the community. 
We can but hope.

Why no evening buses?

A number of residents, especially from 
the South Harbour, have complained 
about changes to the Eastbourne Buses 
Winter Timetable.

Under the new timetable, South Harbour 
residents have been left with no service 
after 6:30pm, leaving many people 
feeling isolated and preventing them 
from visiting the town centre, unless 
they are able to afford to use taxis.

Eastbourne Buses say that the service 
has been withdrawn because of 
insufýcient passenger numbers and the 
failure of East Sussex County Council to 
subsidise the service.

Considering that the Borough Council 
is so keen to get us to leave our cars 
at home and use public transport, 
this seems to be a very short-sighted 
approach.

Eastbourne Borough Council appoints 
four non-executive directors on the 
board of Eastbourne Buses to represent 
the interests of the townôs residents.  

If you feel that the harbour is not getting 
the services we need, please write to the 
Eastbourne Buses directors:

Councillor Thomson (Chairman)
Councillor Goodyear
Councillor Stanley
Councillor Taylor

You might also like to include our ward 
councillors:

Councillor Bloom
Councillor Morris
Councillor Salsbury

and our county councillor

Councillor Elkin

all at the same address:

Eastbourne Borough Council,
Town Hall,
Grove Road, 
Eastbourne, 
East Sussex BN21 4UG

If you prefer to use e-mail, you can ýnd 
e-mail addresses for all of the above on 
the EBC website at:

www.eastbourne.gov.uk/counc i l /
councillors

The one piece of good news is that, at 
long last, it seems that progress is being 
made on the long promised bus link 




