
Our thanks to the companies below, 
which have generously sponsored 
Waterlines Online.  
Click on the images to visit their websites.

Waterlines Comment
Once upon a time, when Sovereign 
Harbour was still going to be the 
Jewel in Eastbourne’s Crown, 
developers were obliged to ensure 
that the built environment was of 
the highest quality; block paved 
roads and footpaths and distinctive, 
uniform street furniture.
Despite much of this infrastructure 
being unadopted and its  maintenance 
being the responsibility of residents, 
Council Tax for harbour properties 
were set at one to two bands higher 
than for properties of a similar value 
elsewhere in the Borough.
That fairy tale has since turned into 
a horror story.  Now that parts 
of the high quality infrastructure 
are in need of repair, both the 
Borough and County Councils have 
abandoned the requirement for 
quality; cost is King.  Wherever 
possible, repairs are being done with 
inferior materials and replacement 
items no longer have to conform to 
the original specification.
For years harbour residents have 
paid the increased Council Tax 
but, as always, we are being short 
changed.
It seems only fair that, if the councils 
are not willing to maintain the 
harbour environment to the quality 
they dictated to the developers, then 
they should look again at harbour 
Council Tax bands, and reduce 
them to the levels appropriate to 
the services they are providing, or 
not as the case may be.
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Welcome to the latest issue of Waterlines Online; we hope you enjoy it.  Your constructive 
comments and suggestions are still very welcome; please e-mail Waterlines.
All subscribers to the SHRA “Mailchimp” address list will be sent an e-mail notification as 
soon as an issue is posted on the Waterlines Online website.  To add your name to the list, 
Click Here.
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About 200 members packed the Haven 
School Hall for the SHRA 2016 AGM.
SHRA Chairman, Jan Weeks (JW) welcomed 
the members and offered a warm welcome 
to the invited guests; Caroline Ansell MP, 
Cllrs David Elkin, Tony Freebody, Gordon 
Jenkins, EBC Neighbourhood First Team 
Manager, Tim Whelan and EBC Head of 
Corporate Development, Peter Finnes,  who was temporarily standing in for Cllr David 
Tutt who was at another meeting but would be attending later.
JW explained that, due to operational changes, the Neighbourhood Policing Team would not 
be represented at the meeting, but read out a statement from District Commander, CI  Emma 
Brice.
Attending Committee members who had served over 2015-2016 period were introduced. 
These were; Jan Weeks (Chairman), Chris Mepham (Deputy Chairman), Rick Runalls, Angelo 
Errigo, Peter Thomas (Treasurer), Ian Weeks (Communications Officer), Ray Blakebrough, Penny 
di Cara, Des Davis, Dilys Iverson and Shirley Davis (Secretary).  An apology was offered by Anton 
Levy who was unable to attend.  JW said we were very fortunate in having two Ward Councillors 
on our Committee who lived in the Harbour and were heavily involved in the community.

Committee Report

JW went briefly through the committee annual report, copies of which were available at the 
meeting, and advised that the full report  would be posted on the website for those who had 
not had a chance to read it through, and those who were unable to attend.
The past year, JW said, had been very frustrating for all concerned.  After a few optimistic 
years, the future of the neighbourhood has been uncertain and, for the first time in many 
years, we seem to be going backwards.  The coming year would be very difficult.
On a positive note Pacific House, whether you love the building or hate it, was opened in the 
spring and is currently over 40% occupied.
Planning applications for sites 1, 7c and 8 were all approved and building had started on site 
8. Ground works have commenced on Site 7c and work is due to commence later this year.
All the Clubs in the Harbour, although without a permanent affordable place to meet in 
the Harbour, were flourishing, but JW stressed that Sovereign Harbour is still a fast growing 
community without any facilities.
Click here to read the full report.
SHRA Treasurer, Peter Thomas, presented the annual accounts, which were printed in the 
handout, and invited questions; there were none.
Click here to read the full accounts.
JW reported that there had been no new expressions of interest in joining the Committee from 
the membership in the run-up to the AGM. In these circumstances the existing Committee 
had agreed to serve for another year and constitutionally they would be automatically re-
elected unless there were any objections from the membership.
JW, however, advised those present that some of the committee had planned not to stand 

SHRA 
Annual General Meeting
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for re-election this coming year but, because of their in depth knowledge of ongoing issues, 
had agreed to stand for one further year. She stressed however that they really meant one 
more year and no more.

New Committee Members Essential

With this in mind it is imperative that members came forward as soon as possible to join the 
committee to ensure the future of the association.  The alternative, which nobody wanted, 
was that the SHRA could be dissolved.
By a unanimous show of hands the existing committee was re-elected.
Des Davis, the chairman of the SHCA went through the Trustee’s report, highlighting the 
progress, or rather the lack of progress, in the delivery of the proposed Community Centre.   
The report is published in this issue of Waterlines and will also be posted on the SHCA and 
SHRA websites. 

Caroline Ansell MP

JW then introduced Caroline Ansell MP (CA).  Caroline said she had sat and felt moved by 
what has emerged. She added that she had been working with Ian Weeks  and Rick Runalls 
on the Harbour Rent Charge and was impressed with their “never give up” attitude.  She had 
been with them at a very testing meeting with the Environment Agency (EA) and she was 
pleased that she was on their side and not the EA. She felt disappointed that the issue has 
not yet been resolved. A meeting had been held in Parliament with the Secretary of State and 
another meeting has been arranged at the end of May with the Deputy Head of the EA. The 
campaign goes on.
CA had been at the Haven School the previous week for a meeting with local Head Teachers 
and the Schools Minister with regard to the proposed policy on academies.  It was interesting, 
she said, that just 24 hours after that meeting the Policy was changed.
CA advised that over her first year as Eastbourne’s MP she has put together a superb team to 
work with her at a local level.  She was looking forward, she said, to the forthcoming debate 
at  the Congress Theatre on Thursday 26th May on the EU referendum.
Click here to view a recording of the debate.

Marina Rent Charge

Rick Runalls gave a brief synopsis of what has happened in the ongoing fight with regard to 
the Marina Rent Charge. 
He said that he and Ian Weeks, having made a thorough study of all relevant documentation, 
came to the firm belief that the modifications to the 1988 agreement (the 2001 deed) are 
not lawful.  Opinion was sought from a Barrister who has confirmed their belief.  However, 
although the chance of a successful legal challenge is very high,  mounting it would be 
extremely costly.
The board of the Sovereign Harbour Trust (SHT), Rick said, did not accept the legal opinion, 
but had failed to provide any substantial response, and had invited the Environment Agency 
to respond.  Although any legal action taken will be against the SHT, in the interest of resolving 
the issue, the SHRA had decided to engage the EA.
With the invaluable assistance of Caroline Ansell MP, a meetings have been held with the 
Secretary of State for the Environment and officers of the EA.  A further meeting was held with 
the EA Area Manager and another planned with the Deputy Head of the EA.  (This meeting 
has now taken place.
Rick added that he has struggled with remaining on the Trust Board but has continued purely to 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0_HwFmCGpFw&feature=youtu.be


put residents’ views across. Recently, in response to a request from the SHT to fill the two vacant 
board places, the EA was asked for nominations. The EA surprisingly nominated Jan Weeks and 
Penny di Cara. Hopefully these nominations will be accepted by the existing board members.

Open discussion

The floor was then opened to the members for open discussion.  Prior to opening the session, 
JW advised that we would not accept any discussion on three subjects; dog fouling, parking 
and litter, all subjects on which we have no control.
Shortly after the beginning of discussions, Cllr Tutt arrived and was able to respond to 
members’ questions.
Items discussed included:
• Uncontrolled dogs
• Provision of the Community Centre
• The Sovereign Harbour Supplementary Planning Document
• The Cross-Harbour Bus link
• Completion of South Harbour adoption
Click here to read full details of the very lively discussions.
JW then thanked members for their contributions and closed the meeting.

Sovereign Harbour is a pleasant place to be, 
especially with the warmer weather, and 
lighter evenings.  
However normally at this time of year we see an 
increase in anti-social behaviour from youths 
that congregate on the beach or around the 
Waterfront.  
For this reason Operation Blitz continues to 
run on Friday and Saturday evenings.  This 
operation is a dedicated unit which responds 
to any incidents that occur, and will try to resolve matters quickly.  It’s important for residents 
to report issues to Police on 101 promptly so that we can respond and hopefully resolve 
things.  Additionally we have “hot spots” that are routinely checked; if problem locations are 
identified then these are added to the tasks.  
Otherwise we wanted to underline how safe Sovereign Harbour is to live in.  Crime does 
happen, and opportunist criminals will always take their chances in stealing things, causing 
damage, or similar.  However in comparison to other areas of Eastbourne it is a very safe 
place to be.  
This is down to a number of factors, however residents raising their concerns quickly, and 
close working between residents, the local Council and councillors, the SHRA, and the Police 
reinforces this safe environment.
Recent news has highlighted the need to be vigilant on our coastline. If you see or hear 
anything unusual in or around the coastline, ports and waterways, please report it; even the 
smallest thing can be significant.
Call Police on 101or Crimestoppers anonymously on 0800-555111 and quote “Kraken”.

Community Police Update 
By PC Ed Faulkner

http://www.shra.co.uk/pdfs/SHRA%20AGM%20Minutes%202016.pdf


Sovereign Harbour 
Community Association 
Trustees’ Report 
by Des Davis

Since 2013 the SHCA Trustees have been heavily involved in meetings and discussions 
relating to the provision and future management of the Sovereign Harbour Community 
Centre, and have been working closely with Eastbourne Borough Council and East Sussex 
County Council in its delivery and operation.
2015 started with great optimism for the development of the Community Centre.  The 
Council had appointed Sea Change Sussex (SCS) to develop the Community Centre on Site 
Five to a design agreed by their Architects, SHRA and SHCA and approved by the Planning 
Committee. SHCA were to take over the completed Community Centre and had been assured 
the funds of £1.6M for the agreed building were secure, and Site Five was available for the 
construction. SHCA produced a realistic and detailed business plan based firmly on experience 
with community centres and all was set to move ahead. SCS and its Project Manager have, 
however, been unwilling to enter into any meaningful dialogue with the Association, which 
has members with comprehensive experience of running community centres.
It now appears that SCS have no specific experience of either developing or running 
community centres. Instead of listening to SHCA advice they are now imposing a change of 
location from Site Five to Site Seven, and a unilateral change of the approved design, which 
undermines the business plan published by SHCA and agreed by the Council. The “customer” 
for this project appears to be the CEO of EBC, so presumably the activities of SCS are under 
his direction.

Planning Consent for the Community Centre Granted in July 2015

Planning consent was granted in July 2015 and SHCA Trustees were advised by the SCS Project 
Manager that the construction would commence in September 2015, ready for occupation 
in the spring of 2016. In fact the Residents Association Committee were hopeful that this 
year’s AGM would be held in the new Community Centre. However, from this point on and 
despite all the positive work having been undertaken by both SHCA and SHRA difficulties 
were starting to appear.

Portacabins Demolished and “Site Aquired” Notice Erected

September 2015 came and went but without any sign of the developers. During all of this 
time we were continually being advised by the Developers’ Project Manager that further sub-
soil investigation work was necessary on the site but that things were still moving ahead. 
The old portacabins that were situated on Site Five were demolished ready for laying the 
foundations and building the Community Centre.
Eventually a sign was erected on the Site formally advising Residents that the Site had been 
acquired by EBC for the new Community Centre; in the event, the site was never “acquired” 
it was only reserved. The sign has since been quietly removed. Yet another broken promise.

Completion Promised  for Autumn 2016

The SCS Project Manager was now advising SHCA that the building would commence shortly 
and would now be ready for the autumn of 2016. Surprise, surprise this was later changed to 
Boxing Day 2016 when the building would be ready to be handed over to SHCA. A flow chart 



was provided so that we could plot the progress.
In meetings held in December 2015 and again in January 2016 with Council Officers, Ward 
Councillors, SHRA, SCS and SCS Project Manager, SHCA were still being told that everything 
was on target for the Centre to be handed over on the 26th December 2016, give or take two 
weeks.

SHCA Started Fund-raising

In anticipation of the Centre at last becoming a reality, the Association earnestly started fund 
raising to furnish and equip the Community Centre. At the same time, negotiations with EBC 
had started with regard to the lease of the building.  A local Solicitor had agreed to offer his 
services to the Association on a pro bono arrangement.
Also, the Trustees were requested to start thinking about the internal decoration, what colours 
the Centre should be painted etc. The long held vision for the Community Centre was clearly 
in sight; or so we had been led to believe.

Site Five Withdrawn

Then, as shown in the SHRA report, in February 2016 SHCA were advised that the Community 
Centre could not be implemented on Site Five due to contamination and would now be built 
on Site Seven, situated near the Harbour Medical Centre in North Harbour – bearing in mind 
a month earlier everything was still on target for Site Five. If the site was contaminated to the 
extent we are now led to believe why was money spent on this site and planning permission 
given?

Agreed Design Withdrawn

On 23rd March, at yet another hastily arranged meeting with the Council Officers, SCS, Ward 
Councillors, Council officers, SHRA and Architect the bombshell was dropped. The design 
of the Community Centre for which planning permission had been granted and had taken 
months of meetings and discussions to achieve the design we felt most suitable for the 
Harbour needs would not fit on Site Seven.
A new design would need to be agreed as Site Five design addressed the site’s southern 
aspect whereas for Site Seven the emphasis will be on the East and West elevations. Site Five 
was the site allocated in the S.106 Agreement. However, as soon as the S.106 agreement was 
published, past experience led us strongly to believe that SHL would never release the site.
This was reinforced by the fact that, although we had been assured that Site Five was both 
clean and available, SHL insisted that an alternative site should be written into the S.106 
agreement. Despite having voiced our very serious concerns, EBC officers insisted there was 
nothing to worry about.

SHCA and SHRA Walk Away From the Project

It was at this point that the SHCA Trustees together with the SHRA decided to walk away from 
the management of the Community Centre.
Over the past 18 months members of SHCA have attended over 30 meetings including:-
• Design planning meetings
• Financial meetings
• Meetings with potential funders
• Progress meetings
• Meetings with Council Officers and Solicitor regarding the proposed Lease arrangements



• Seminars on funding
• Potential hirers of the Centre
Apart from project meetings, SHCA Trustees have had to prepare a new Constitution and an 
application to the Charity Commission to change the structure of the Association in order to 
safeguard the SHCA’s Trustees once the building was taken over.
Countless hours have been spent obtaining quotations from companies for tables, chairs, IT 
equipment, staging etc. Bear in mind all potential funders require three quotations for each 
item, as well as telephone calls to potential funders and hirers.

Residents’ Donations Ringfenced

To date SHCA has raised a total of £2237.07, mostly from residents of Sovereign Harbour. We 
would like to assure those residents who have so kindly contributed that these funds are 
held in a restrictive account and cannot be used for anything other than towards equipment 
for the Centre when it is built.

Promised Funding Lost

SHCA were also in discussion with a number of possible funders and had hoped to receive a 
substantial sum from them. This was apart from the promises of funds already made including:-
• £10,000 towards IT and Audio Visual equipment
• £10,000 from the Devolved Ward Budget
• A commitment from Asda that if SHCA could show that, with the aid of their Community 
Champion it had raised £30,000 their Trust would consider giving a further contribution of 
up to £10,000.
• Rotary Club of Sovereign Harbour had also indicated that they would be prepared to do 
some fundraising for the Centre
• An application to Awards for All was in the process of being written to allow SHCA to employ 
a Marketing Manager for six months to contact all Harbour Clubs and Societies who have 
shown an interest in using the Centre and other potential hirers in/and around Eastbourne 
and to prepare a program of events etc. once the Centre opened. Most of the deadlines for 
the applications have now come and gone.
The way that EBC and SCS have ridden rough-shod over previous agreements has left SHCA 
with no option but to withdraw from the project unless the original agreed design is re-
instated. If EBC insists on throwing all this hard work away then it must take full responsibility 
for running whatever SCS is determined to build; without the support that SHCA had been 
previously committed to giving.

Changed Site and Design Make Centre Inviable

Because of the design change being proposed, SHCA no longer has confidence in the viability 
of the project. We still believe that both Site Five and the agreed design remain viable within 
the cost and technical parameters of the project.
Sadly all trust between SHCA, EBC and SCS has broken down. This is somewhat surprising as 
Eastbourne Borough Council prides itself on its links with the local community.
However, whilst SHCA has walked away from the management of the project, we will continue 
to take every opportunity, in conjunction with SHRA, to keep pressure on the Council to 
provide the much needed and long overdue Community Centre in Sovereign Harbour.
To listen to Des’s presentation to SHRA members at the AGM, click here.

http://www.shra.co.uk/MP3/Des%20SHCA.mp3


An aspiring young Sovereign Harbour 
windsurfer has had a huge boost to 
his ambitions to become a top class 
international sailor after being awarded 
his own board, donated by the John 
Merricks Sailing Trust, the official 
charity partner of RYA OnBoard, as part 
of a national scheme helping talented youngsters progress in the sport.
Sam Williams, who sails with the Spray Sprites Team15 windsurfing club at Buzz Active on 
Royal Parade, was chosen to win a new Bic Techno 2930D windsurfer after competing at the 
RYA South East Zone Championships at Queen Mary Sailing Club, Middlesex in September.
The talented 14-year-old has been a committed Spray Sprites windsurfer for four years, and 
during this time has shown year-on-year improvement in his results at regional and national 
level events, including finishing on the podium at each of the last three Team15 Champions 
Cup national finals, which for the last two years have also ‘doubled up’ as the RYA/UKWA 
National Windsurfing Championships. 

Selected for East and South East RYA Zone Squad

This has all contributed to Sam being selected for the East and South East RYA Zone Squad 
for 2015-16, which is the first rung on the ladder towards Olympic Classes sailing. He was also 
chosen by his Spray Sprites club mates as Team Captain for 2015.
Sam had not previously owned his own windsurfing board, rather he has had to borrow kit 
from Spray Sprites, but now he has two years’ exclusive use of his new board before it is then 
donated to Spray Sprites to benefit training programmes and enable other talented young 
windsurfers to progress into club, regional and national racing activities.

John Merricks Sailing Trust/ RYA OnBoard Partnership

The John Merricks Sailing Trust / RYA OnBoard partnership’s donation of more than 50 one-
person junior RYA racing pathway boats and windsurfing boards to youngsters continues to 
make a big difference, with Eastbourne windsurfer Sam Williams the latest recipient to land 
silverware.
And, only a few months later he triumphed on his 7.8 JMST kit at the RYA Eric Twiname 
Championships at Rutland SC , winning six out of eight races and finishing second and third 
in the other two.

This year Sam will continue taking part in Team15 events as well as on the UKWA circuit. He 
will also travel to the Techno World Championships in Italy and the Europeans in Poland. 

Invited Back to the Haven School

Sam was invited back to his old school, Haven Primary School, to set up his JMST kit in assembly 
and up give a talk on windsurfing to encourage even more local children into the sport. Great 
job Sam.
Click here to read the full story of Sam’s success.

Success for Young Harbour 
Windsurfer

http://www.rya.org.uk/regions/southeast/pages/articlewrapper.aspx?pageUrl=/newsevents/news/Pages/new-windsurf-kit-award-to-help-eastbournes-sam-sail-for-gold.aspx


During May the recent bank holidays 
were a scorcher which kicked off what is 
promised to be the hottest summer in more 
than a century.  Questions concerning the 
UK Government’s handling of national air 
quality policies look set to re-emerge, after 
the World Health Organisation revealed 
that 10 UK towns and cities, including London, Glasgow and Eastbourne, are failing to 
meet international air quality standards.  
However, I am very glad to mention that the present climate changes were amazingly not 
affected to keep away Harbour Friends enjoying themselves at some of the recent events.

Jazz Lunch at the Langham Hotel Eastbourne

Sue Johnston kindly organised for a group of up to 32 HF members to attend the Jazz Lunch 
on 17 April 2016.  The jazz band was performed by Carl Greenwood at the Langham Hotel.  
HF thoroughly enjoyed the music and the Sunday Lunch which was well presented and the 
food and service was excellent. Harbour Friends appreciation goes to Neil Kirby, owner of 
the Langham Hotel, for arranging a great Jazz event. We look forward to having many more 
lunch and dinner events at the Langham Hotel.

1066 Target Sports Hastings

Harbour Friends Update
By Faz Razeen



On the afternoon of Saturday 2 April 2016, 15 HF members made their way over to 1066 
Target Sports, which is a fairly new indoor sports facility just north of Hastings.  After a safety 
briefing we had practice sessions in Archery, Crossbow, Air Rifle, Live Rim Fire Rifles and last 
but not least Axe Throwing!!  Following on from the practice we were split into 3 teams of 
5 and the scoring rounds commenced.  The event lasted a full 3 hours and was very much 
enjoyed by all those taking part. So much so that we are aware of several members re-booking 
individually. The staff and venue were great and we hope to run this event again at some 
time in the future.

Pub Skittles at Barcombe   

On the evening of Saturday 21 May 2016, we had a coach trip over to The Royal Oak Pub at 
Barcombe for Hot Supper and Pub Skittles.  21 members enjoyed a fun evening with some 
stiff competition on the skittle alley.  We played 4 frames of normal 9 pin skittles followed 
by a “killer” skittles knockout session. In the 9 pin event the runner up for the men was Dave 
Hawkins on 29, just being edged out of top spot by Charles Herrod with 30. 

For the women it was very tight with a 3 way roll off being needed to decide the runner up, 
after 3 ladies ended up on 29. Congratulations to Caroline Eyre for being the eventual runner 
up and also to Janet Cherry who took top spot with 30.  Everyone started the killer knockout 
phase with 3 lives and each time one of the single pins was missed a life was lost. 

As you may expect the lives fell fairly quickly in this mixed event, finally ending up with Gill 
Barr and Dave Hawkins tied with a single life left each. In the end Dave managed to knock over 
a final pin to take the win with Gill missing her shot, but still being a very credible runner up.  

At the end of the evening we had a prize giving with quite a few bottles of wine given out, 
before our trip back to the Harbour.

Dungeness, a Trip on the Narrow Gauge RH&D Railway

Bryan and Jackie Drewett organised a day trip on Tuesday 24th May 2016 to Dungeness, a 
shingle beach, dubbed “Britain’s only desert”, for a trip on the narrow gauge RH&D railway.  
A group of 12 Harbour Friends went on this day trip and everyone thoroughly enjoyed the 
inimitable Heritage Railway that pulls out all the stops and stages an extravaganza of sights, 
sounds and smells from a bygone era of steam,  intermingled with 21st-century engineering 
and dinning in comfort.  The group relaxed at the local café with freshly cooked food and it 
was a sunny day and a turned out to be an excellent day out.  

Dungeness is a sparsely populated, shingly promontory that is home to a power station, a 
nature reserve and the cottage where the film-maker Derek Jarman spent his final years.  The 
468-acre estate is formed largely of a shingle beach that shields the low-lying land of Romney 
Marsh. 

The area has been designated as a site of special scientific interest due to its unusual shingle 
ridges and is home to 600 species of plants, a third of all types found in the UK.  



Other special events coming up for the year

◊ Trip to Filching Manor 20th June
◊ Safari Supper 2nd July
◊ Summer Dinner Dance 23rd July
◊ Eastbourne Guided Walk 5th September
◊ Croquet Tuition and Play 19th September
◊ Christmas Party 17th December

Why not join Harbour Friends

We are very aware that making friends can be extremely difficult when you retire, divorce or 
move to a new area. Harbour Friends members are a mix of singles, married people, couples 
and friends. Our members come from all walks of life to enjoy meeting and socialising with 
other like-minded people. Why not come and join us?
Call us on 01323 470114 or email us at harbourfriend@googlemail.com or alternatively go to 
the website and use the contact us page to arrange to come over and meet with us. Everyone 
is more than happy to welcome you to join them and that is all it takes to start a new and 
exciting chapter of your life.
Please visit the Harbour Friends website.
Or you can also take a look at our dedicated Facebook page.

Sovereign Harbour Photoclub UK 
By Robert Stanborough

Well, what an interesting couple of months we’ve 
had at the club. We have been experimenting 
with artificial lighting (flash and studio lights) 
taking portrait shots of each other with some 
great results and some good lessons learnt 
regarding do’s and don’ts. 
We also had a willing young lady volunteer in 
full ‘princess’ dress regalia who posed for us 
and again we had some outstanding results 
from members, as always under the watchful 
and more experienced eyes of our professional 
photography members, who are always so 
willing to give advice in order to improve the 
results of others.

Nature Takes a Hand

As fate would have it, a couple of weeks back 
when we met at 7 pm the weather outside 
was looking decidedly stormy and we couldn’t 
believe our luck when nature rewarded us with the perfect scene from the yacht club balcony, 
of a full rainbow over the inner harbour. 

mailto:harbourfriend%40googlemail.com?subject=
http://www.harbourfriends.co.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/harbourfriends


We all snapped away 
getting some great shots, 
but the best is shown on 
the left, from our member 
Carl Slezacek, who 
specialises in landscape 
photography (and it 
shows); what a great 
picture Carl. 
If you like Carl’s picture, 
you can check out many 
more on his Facebook 
site “Carl Slezacek 
photography” where 
they are available for 
purchase.

What Can Be Done With Computer Software

Our most recent venture was an 
evening producing a ‘compilation’ 
picture, based around the yacht 
club bar and reflecting members 
in miniature around the place. All 
really for fun, but also reflects what 
can be achieved with photographic 
software on the computer such as 
“Photoshop” and “Lightroom”.
Another of our “professional” 
members, Patricia, gave us an 
evening of instruction on the use 
of ‘Lightroom’ software for portrait 
enhancement and editing.  (If this 
all sounds too technical for you, 
please don’t be put off, anyone who joins us can be as basic or advanced as they wish, just 
taking pictures as they come, or enhancing them with computer, either way, there’s no 
pressure, all we want is to enjoy ourselves.) 
I think you’ll find me there somewhere trying to pull the beer pump. Nothing out of the 
ordinary there then, as I’m sure my wife would confirm.

Venturing Out On Summer Evenings

As we move towards the summer and lighter evenings, we will be venturing out more around 
the harbour and further afield to try and capture our monthly designated assignments. This 
month is ‘sunlight’, colourful landscapes, and ‘freeze frame’, so we will all be trying our best to 
get some impressive shots from the local area or anywhere else for that matter.
As always, if you are interested in photography, albeit with a smartphone or top of the range 
SLR, we would be happy to see you most Monday evenings at the Sovereign harbour yacht 
club at 7pm.
If you are interested, it might be as well to contact me first at present at: secretary@
sovereignharbourphotoclub.uk as we may have to meet temporarily on a Tuesday due to 
access issues at the Yacht Club.

mailto:secretary%40sovereignharbourphotoclub.uk%20?subject=
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May 9th was the Resolution Meeting for the 
Harbour WI. This is when members vote on 
resolutions they wish to be put forward at the 
National Meeting by their chosen delegate. 
This year the meeting is being held in Brighton 
and Beryl Lloyd-Jones is the delegate for the Harbour WI and three other local WIs. There 
were two proposed resolutions and it was voted that both should be put forward for the vote 
at the annual meeting in June.
To lighten the mood five members then gave poetry readings, including one written by Carole 
Kilby entitled ‘Indecision’ – as she couldn’t decide which poem to read! Carole also devised 
a Quiz for the members and while they were pondering their answers, they were treated to 
neck and hand massages by Inner Beauty from The Waterfront in the harbour. The six ladies 
in the winning team each won a voucher for £10 to be used in Di Lieto’s Coffee Lounge in 
Sovereign Harbour – half of which was very kindly donated by Bruno - ‘Mr. Di Lieto’ himself.

WI Lunch Club au the Beach Deck

The Harbour WI Lunch Club are planning a June lunch at the Beach Deck (behind Treasure 
Island) and Jan Field is opening her beautiful garden to members for a Summer Garden Party 
– with tea and cakes! - on July 20th. The proceeds are going to St. Wilfrid’s Hospice.
There’s a visit to the South of England Show at Ardingly on June 9th where several Harbour 
WI members will be entering the various classes. A trip to Arundel Castle has been booked 
for September and a Coffee Morning is being arranged for October at the Lansdowne Hotel. 
Christmas Lunch is at the Hydra Hotel on December 19th.

Craft Club

The Craft Club meet every third Monday of the 
month in the Baptist Church in Pevensey Bay. 
They all enjoyed Heather Hyrapiet’s sugarcraft 
workshop last month. This month they were 
shown how to do ‘quilling’ to decorate cards.

Queen’s Birthday Meeting

At next month’s meeting the Harbour WI will 
meet on June 13th, the day after the Queen’s 
official Birthday, in the Sovereign Suite of 
the Sovereign Harbour Yacht Club. They will 
celebrate Her Majesty’s 90th Birthday with a 
cake and the speaker, Peter Pyemont, will be 
giving a talk about “The Queen’s Year”.
The Harbour WI has reached a maximum for 
the premises where it is held, but visitors are 
welcome by prior arrangement with Frances 
Harrap on 01323 472649. For more information, 
visit: www.shra.co.uk/WI.

Harbour WI Update
By Judy Latter

http://www.shra.co.uk/WI


The sailing season is in full swing and the 
club has been busy. We’ve enjoyed a new set 
of caterers who are producing sumptuous 
well priced food from the galley, ran an 
open meeting for the South East Laser 
circuit, had a good run of socials including 
a steak and chips quiz night, a fitting out 
supper and a surprise significant birthday celebration for the Commodore. As the weather 
has improved a few campers have started to arrive at the weekends and the club BBQ has 
been regularly pressed into service.
On the routine sailing front we’ve been on 
the water Tuesday and Thursday evenings 
(RYA learn to sail and improver courses). 
Saturday morning sailing for our U18 cadet 
group commenced mid May and Sunday 
adult racing has been in full flow since the 
end of March. We held a successful open day 
on the 21st May and saw a good number of 
potential new members tour the club and 
enjoy a taster sail. We have our next open 
event on the 3rd of September but we are 
always happy to show people around and 
take them out for a sail. Just drop by at the 
weekend or make contact using the contact page on our website. 

On the weekend of the 11th and 12th June 
we’ll be joining Newhaven, Eastbourne 
Sovereign, Bexhill and Hastings Sailing 
clubs for our annual inter club regatta 
weekend where the clubs race each other 
in a series of races for an overall trophy. As 
it’s Eastbourne carnival weekend keep an 
eye just east of the pier for dinghies on the 
water.
Going forward we have an ongoing suite 
of safety boat and dinghy courses running 
until early summer, a Summer Solstice hog 
roast, Chichester Sailing camp at the end 
of July and our family focused Sea Week 
on the 8th August. For this the club opens 
all week, our camping ground fills with 
tents and children and we have a fun week 
messing around on and off the water.

We are celebrating our 60th Anniversary on the evening of Saturday 6th August and would 
be pleased to see current and previous members – please make contact via the Pevensey 
Bay Sailing Club website for more details. 

Pevensey Bay Sailing Club 
Update
By Adrian Peckham



Another eventful few weeks for the club with a real mix of fundraising, fellowship, new 
members and superb visiting guest speakers. In this edition we really want to focus on 
four particular events

As a club we aim to support local charities as much 
as possible. On April 22nd we held a St Georges Day 
fundraising dinner at The Smugglers Inn, Pevensey at 
which, thanks to the generosity of members, guests 
and regulars of the pub £1,600 was raised for “You Raise 
Me Up” (Polegate). Pictured are Past President Peter 
Thomas and co founder of the charity Jane Brooks. Our 
work with Jane and this charity started in 2015 and 
continues throughout 2016.

I would reflect on 
the talk from one of 
our guest speakers,  
Peter Pring, who 
of course is our 
Harbour Master. 
The great thing 
about our speaker 

guests is that we ask them to divulge a little bit about their 
history or the hobbies that they enjoy. Peter clearly has 
a huge job managing the marina and of course helping 
residents integrate into the life of a working harbour 
whilst revealing he is a keen trumpet player in a band. 
We will be inviting Peter back in the very near future to 
continue his story.

Our most recent 
quest was Cllr.  Tony 
Freebody (Leader of Eastbourne Conservatives). Once 
again rather than focus on his political role we had great 
insight from Tony about his work and hobbies. Having 
most recently completed a number of half marathons, 
being a keen cyclist, working twelve hour shifts and 
being a  local councillor I fully realise that my life may 
not be as busy as I thought it was.

Finally, the lifeblood of all clubs is new membership. 
Most recently we were delighted to welcome and induct 

Keith and Elaine Hayward to the team. Both have been attending our meetings since February 
and it was a real pleasure to  to formally enrol them as full members.

Guests are always welcome to join us on a Tuesday evening at Seasons at The Waterfront 
7.00pm. If you would like to pop in please do so or call Ray on 478110.

Rotary Club of Sovereign 
Harbour Update
By Ray Blakebrough



We have almost completed our programme for the Summer period and would like to see 
a few new Members come along to see what we can offer.
There is No Joining Fee, we normally arrange a Full English Breakfast followed by 18 holes of 
golf with a Drink in the Bar afterward included in the price.  
Our £20 First Prize which is not enough to have suicidal thoughts over if you are just off the 
pace adds to the interest.  We operate Nearest the Pin Competitions on all par 3 holes and a 
longest drive hole.
Essentially, we do integrate New Members into the Society by playing with a variety of people 
and although you will have preferences, there is, we believe, nobody who will comment 
adversely to your performance on the day and you will soon become used to the usual banter 
associated with Golf.

Strictly Non-profit Society

Our Golfing Prices will not break the Bank.  We are strictly a non-profit Society and our 
Wednesday price will not exceed £40 .  Our ‘Twilight’ games will be considerably cheaper.
We have just completed a very successful 5 day break to Mojacar in Southern Spain where we 
played at the renowned Desert Springs, the fabulously picturesque Aguilon and the seafront 
course at Mojacar.

Summer programme

We continue our summer programme with a visit to Lydd on Wednesday June 15th , a course 
we have visited many times . Always in excellent condition and a true test of your ability.  
Continuing the Wednesday theme which we have used since our first game in 1993 we return 
to Kent with a visit to The Weald of Kent Golf Course on June 29th for the first of three Twilight 
events. We tee off at 4.00 pm for this one.  This will be the first of 3 ‘Twilight’ events that will 
include just Golf and a Drink at the Bar afterwards.
We return to Sussex for our game at The Dyke on July 13th, a stunning Golf Course overlooking 
Brighton and Hove on Wednesday June 1st.  
On Wednesday August 17th we return to Kent for a visit to the excellent Broome Park Golf 
Course where the former home of Lord Kitchener overlooks the Course.   It is a ‘bit of a drive’ 
but well worth it .

Heffle Golf Summer Update
By Jeff Brain



On the subject of driving :-  There will normally be somebody to offer you a lift to any of these 
games if you are unable to make your own way.
The Society is based in Sovereign Harbour but we have members in Kent and Surrey .
Our final ‘Twilight’ game will be at Seaford Head Golf Club on Wednesday 31st August with a 
3.00pm start.
This is a really spectacular venue and favourite of many of our Members.  It is always in 
excellent condition, the views are the best in the Country and the Clubhouse and Golf very 
reasonable.

New Members Always Welcome

Now that you’ve read the above ‘blog’ go to the computer, type in www.hefflegolf.com and 
then email us at admin@hefflegolf.com .
If you’d prefer to ring its 07777 682038, the Secretary is Jeff Brain
Full details of all of the above events are shown along with pages relating to Short Breaks, 
Results and a link to our Spanish linked Society.
As stated above we will make you most welcome, Ladies and Gents both.

Players of All Standards Welcome

Your standard of golf will be of more concern to you than it is to us, so don’t worry if you are 
fairly new to the game.
It will be good to see you.

http://www.hefflegolf.com
mailto:admin%40hefflegolf.com?subject=


Neighbourhood First, local residents of the harbour 
and councillors held a ‘Not In Our Street’ campaign in 
the harbour. Posters and leaflets are being distributed 
to advise residents on how to report dog fouling and 
to promote responsible dog ownership, irresponsible 
dog ownership will not be tolerated by the residents of 
Eastbourne.

Cow Gap Beach Clearance 18th June

A beach clearance has been organised by Neighbourhood First on Saturday the 18th June 
11-1 to clear up Cow Gap, the meeting point will be the kiosk at the foot of the downs, please 
contact melanie.bucknell@eastbourne.gov.uk for further information, please note that this 
terrain is quite rough and there will be a short walk to the beach, with steep steps

Wellbeing Days for Dogs

In conjunction with the PDSA, the Neighbourhood First Team will be holding wellbeing days 
for dogs.  As well as giving your dog a check-up, preventative services, such as nail clipping 
and ear cleaning will be available.
Wellbeing days are planned for:
Tuesday 7th June, 10am to 5pm
Western Lawns, King Edward Parade, 
Eastbourne, East Sussex, BN21 4EH 

Wednesday 8th June, 10am to 5pm
Seaside Recreational Area, Whitley Road, 
Eastbourne, BN22 8JU

Thursday 9th June, 10am to 5pm
Holly Place, Willingdon Trees, 
Eastbourne, BN22 0UT

Friday 10th June, 10am to 5pm
Shinewater Park, Larkspur Drive, 
Eastbourne, BN22 8HG
For more information, 
visit the PDSA petcheck website

@PDSA_HQfacebook.com/pdsa

pdsa.org.uk/petcheck©
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FREE wellbeing checks for dogs*

(by a PDSA vet nurse)
If you have a serious concern about your pet, please seek advice from your vet

FREE
preventive 

services 
including nail 
clipping and 
ear cleaning

The deeper 
you dig, the more 
help we can give. 

The PetCheck service 
can only continue 

thanks to your 
donation. 

* On busy days, an appointment
system will be in place.

Tuesday 7 June 10am-5pm

Western Lawns, King Edward Parade,  
Eastbourne, East Sussex, BN21 4EH

Wednesday 8 June 10am-5pm

Seaside Recreational Area, Whitley Road,  
Eastbourne, BN22 8JU

Thursday 9 June 10am-5pm

Holly Place, Willingdon Trees,  
Eastbourne, BN22 0UT

Friday 10 June 9am-4pm

Shinewater Park, Larkspur Drive,  
Eastbourne, BN22 8HG

Working in partnership 
with

mailto:melanie.bucknell%40eastbourne.gov.uk?subject=
mailto:http://www.pdsa.org/petcheck?subject=


The Rotary Club of Sovereign Harbour 
meets every Tuesday at 7:00pm for a 
buffet dinner in Seasons at the Sovereign 
Harbour Waterfront. 

Visitors and prospective new members are 
very welcome.

For more information visit the Rotary Club 
of Sovereign Harbour website.

Harbour Clubs and Groups
For more information on any of these groups, call the number given, 

or visit the ‘Harbour Clubs’ page of the SHRA website (www.shra.co.uk).

Rotary Club of Sovereign Harbour

Harbour Friends continues to meet every 
Wednesday evening at 7.30 at the Yacht Club. 

For the uninitiated, Harbour Friends is a social 
group of Harbour Residents, of all ages, both 
singles and couples, with the purpose of 
building friendships and generally enjoying 
life on our lovely harbour. 

Events are open to members only so why not 
join.  At only £15 per year this is a bargain. 

For further information please contact  Brenda 
on 01323 470114,

or visit:  www.harbourfriends.co.uk. 

Harbour Friends

The Sovereign Harbour Art Group meets in 
the Christ The King Church Hall, Princes Road 
on Thursdays 9:30am - 12:30pm. 

Learn to paint with acrylics, oils and pastels 
with an experienced art tutor in a friendly, 
relaxed and enjoyable environment.

Phone Angela on 07914-884378 

You might also like to visit the Art Group’s 
page of the SHRA website.

www.shra.co.uk/artgroup.html

Sovereign Harbour Art Group

The Maritime Volunteer Service (MVS) is 
a charity-run organisation which aims 
to promote seamanship and maritime 
engineering for the young and old alike 
through local units around the country. 

Training nights are held every Tuesday 
evening at 19:30 in the MVS unit hut. 

New members are always welcome.

For more information, visit: 
www.mvs-eastsussex.co.uk   
E-mail: eastsussexmvs@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 07738-286373.

Maritime Volunteer Service

The Haven Church meets every Sunday 
Morning at 10am in the hall of the Haven 
School on Atlantic Drive.

All are welcome. We have a relaxed and 
informal style with a joined Church of 
England and Methodist heritage. There is a 
supervised crèche and groups for primary-
aged children.

We have other week-day activities for 
families and also for exploring the Christian 
faith.

Minister: Revd. John Brook - 01323-325989

For more information or to get in touch: 
www.thehavenchurch.org.uk 
john@thehavenchurch.org.uk

The Haven Church

The Sovereign Harbour Community 
Association Short Mat Bowls Group meets 
every Thursday, in term time, at the Haven 
School, Atlantic Drive, from 6:30pm -  9pm.
Players of all abilities welcome, including 
complete beginners.
For more information, visit: 
www.sh-ca.org 
e-mail: bowls@sh-ca.org

SHCA Short Mat Bowls Group

http://www.rotary-ribi.org/clubs/homepage.php?ClubID=2045
http://www.rotary-ribi.org/clubs/homepage.php?ClubID=2045
http://www.harbourfriends.co.uk.
http://www.shra.co.uk/artgroup.html
http://www.mvs-eastsussex.co.uk/
mailto:eastsussexmvs%40hotmail.co.uk?subject=
http://www.thehavenchurch.org.uk
mailto:john%40thehavenchurch.org.uk?subject=
http://www.sh-ca.org
mailto:bowls%40sh-ca.org?subject=


Harbour Clubs and Groups
For more information on any of these groups, call the number given, 

or visit the ‘Harbour Clubs’ page of the SHRA website (www.shra.co.uk).

Brushstrokes Artists
A friendly, informal group of local artists, with 
a range of abilities, working in various media, 
meeting on Wednesdays, from 1 to 4pm in 
St. Richard’s Church Hall, Etchingham Road, 
Langney, BN23 7AX. 

No tuition provided.

Drop in to join, or just for an informal chat, or 
e-mail  jivybarry@btinternet.com for more 
information

Sovereign Harbour Social Club
The Sovereign Harbour Social Club meets 
every Wednesday from 10:00am to 11:30am in 
the Simply Italian annexe at the Waterfront for 
coffee.  
Each month, there will be one outing or visit; 
lunch, theatre, places of interest.  
All are welcome.  For further details contact 
Betty Saunders 01323-479514, or visit the 
Sovereign Harbour Social Club website.

Harbour Women’s Institute

The Harbour branch of the W.I. meets on the 
second Monday of the month at 2:00pm in 
the Sovereign Harbour Yacht Club.

If you are interested in taking part, please 
contact Frances Harrap on: 01323-472649, 
or visit: www.shra.co.uk/wi

The Garden Bar Sunday football team, which 
plays its home games at Hampden Park, is 
current champion of the Lewes and District 
Premiership. 
If you would like to join this very successful 
local team, call in to the Garden Bar at the 
Sovereign Harbour Waterfront or e-mail: 
gardenbar@hotmail.co.uk

Garden Bar Golf Society
Garden Bar Football TeamThe Garden Bar Golf Society meets once a 

month for a day of golf at high quality courses.
Current members cover a wide range of 
abilities, with handicaps ranging from 6 to 28 
and, although the golf is important, the social 
aspects of the day are equally significant. 
For more information, call in to the Garden 
Bar at the Sovereign Harbour Waterfront, or 
e-mail: gardenbar@hotmail.co.uk.

The Sovereign Harbour Bridge Club meets 
every Tuesday and Thursday at the Sovereign 
Harbour Yacht Club at 1pm for 1:30pm start, 
finishing at 5pm
The club runs a host system and all levels are 
very welcome with or without a partner. 
For further information including bridge 
tuition and educational material, please visit 
www.sh-bc.info call Alan on 01323-645893 
or e-mail: info@sh-bc.info

Sovereign Harbour Bridge Club Medical Centre Exercise Classes
Pilates - Monday 9:15 to 10:10
Healthy 60+ - Monday 10:15 to 11:10
Please call Mari-Anne (fully qualified and 
insured) 

07748 678030 
mariandy@btinternet.com

Sovereign Polyphony is an all female choir that 
perform in aid of the Eastbourne Blind Society.  

Membership of Sovereign Polyphony is 
auditioned, new members are welcome.

For more information, call 01323 470445 or 
email: sovereignpolyphony@uwclub.net

or visit: www.sovereignpolyphony.com

Sovereign Polyphony

mailto:jivybarry%40btinternet.com?subject=Brushstrokes%20Artists
http://www.shra.co.uk/shsc/index.htm
mailto:gardenbar%40hotmail.co.uk?subject=
mailto:gardenbar%40hotmail.co.uk?subject=
mailto:info%40sh-bc.org?subject=
mailto:mariandy%40btinternet.com?subject=Medical%20Centre%20Exercise%20Classes
mailto:sovereignpolyphony%40uwclub.net?subject=
http://www.sovereignpolyphony.com


Harbour Clubs and Groups
For more information on any of these groups, call the number given, 

or visit the ‘Harbour Clubs’ page of the SHRA website (www.shra.co.uk).

Sovereign Harbour Yacht Club

New members welcome - boaters and 
non-boaters.  

Activities and events all year - live bands & 
disco’s, quiz, skittles & race nights, Sunday 
carvery etc.  Tue–Thur 5-11pm, Fri-Sat 12-
11pm & Sun 12.-6pm.  

Call in anytime, or contact the  membership 
secretary, Linda Hayler  on 01323 470888, 
or e-mail: membership@shyc.co.uk or visit: 
www.shyc.co.uk

Pevensey Bay Sailing Club

Friendly, family orientated  dinghy sailing 
and windsurf club, 10 minutes walk along 
the beach from the east end of the harbour. 
General sailing, training at all levels and 
regular club racing and regular social events. 

We welcome beginners and experienced 
sailors alike and we sail at the weekends 
and on Tuesday and Thursday evenings in 
the summer. Our clubhouse offers hot food 
and a bar at the weekends, often enjoyed by 
members using our sun terrace overlooking 
the stunning views over the bay and on 
towards Bexhill and Hastings. 

 Do come and have a look round the club 
at any time or contact the membership 
secretary Chris Clarke at: membership@pbsc.
eu or visit: www.pbsc.eu

Formed in the Heathfield area (hence the 
name) in 1993, now based at Sovereign 
Harbour. Aims to provide competitive 
golf in a friendly atmosphere with realistic 
handicapping and all year round venues. 
Contact: 07777 682 038
 Email: admin@hefflegolf.com
 Website: www.hefflegolf.com

Heffle Golf Society

Set up by Sovereign Harbour residents, the 
club now meets on the 2nd and 4th Monday 
of every month, 7- 9 pm, at the Eastbourne 
Fishermans Club, Royal Parade, BN22 7AA
Contact: Steve Lashley on 01323-478651.

Digital Camera Club

The Sovereign Harbour Photoclub UK meets 
on Monday evenings, from 7 to 8pm, over 
coffee, in the the Sovereign Harbour Yacht 
Club.
Prospective members of all abilities, from 
beginners to professionals are welcome.
The objective of the club is help members take 
better photographs with the camera they 
have, including smartphone cameras and, 
also, to increase the knowledge and ability of 
less experienced members through projects 
exhibitions, competitions and workshops, 
supported by talks and demonstrations by 
the more experienced members.
Young photographers will be especially 
welcome.
If you would be interested in taking part, 
please e-mail the secretary with your name 
and a daytime telephone number.

Sovereign Harbour Photoclub UK

Royal Sovereign Bowls Club

Situated at the bowling greens in Princes 
Park, There is seating for non-bowlers and 
spectators around both of the greens. 
Open daily from the end of April until the end 
of September each year.
New members, whether new to the game or 
have played previously, are welcome.
Visit the club’s website.

mailto:membership%40shyc.co.uk?subject=
http://www.shyc.co.uk
mailto:membership%40pbsc.eu?subject=
mailto:membership%40pbsc.eu?subject=
mailto:secretary%40sovereighnharbourphotoclub.uk?subject=
http://royal-sovereign.bowlsclub.info/

