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Waterlines Comment
The Sovereign Harbour development has 
reached a crucial stage.  The Sovereign 
Harbour Supplementary Planning 
Document (SPD) has been adopted as the 
neighbourhood vision; Sovereign Harbour 
Ltd (SHL) has produced a ‘Master Plan’ for 
the remaining development sites based 
on the SPD, and outline planning consent 
for the plan has been granted.
Despite concerns over previous abuses of 
outline consent,  planning officers assured 
the SHRA that the SPD, and a robust S106 
agreement, would provide complete 
protection and, in any case, adequate 
opportunity would be available to contest 
non-compliance at the ‘reserved matters’ 
stage.  The SHRA therefore supported the 
application.
The first reserved matters application, for 
Site Eight, has now been received, and 
we were dismayed that design of the 
public open space proposed for this site 
bears no resemblance to that for which 
outline consent was granted.   Despite the 
reassurances given, this application was 
put to the Planning Committee with an 
officer’s recommendation for approval.
Fortunately, the Planning Committee was 
unhappy with the proposals and gave the 
applicant the opportunity to reconsider 
the design.  The revised proposals have 
been submitted, but these still fail to meet 
the expected standard.
If this application is approved, the knock-
on consequences for the remaining 
sites could be disastrous; the SHRA has, 
therefore, no option but to oppose it.
Once again your support is needed.  If you 
read nothing more in this issue, please read 
‘It Was All Just Pretty Pictures’ on page 4.

http://cohub.co.uk
http://www.sanderspm.com/
http://www.gspropertyrentals.com/
http://www.greathairdressing.com/
http://www.thetravelconcept.co.uk/
http://www.thedentalbarn.co.uk


This new digital format of Waterlines is still very much work in progress, and 
development  will continue over the next few issues.  We have listened to your 
comments and suggestions and incorporated some of them in this edition; 
your constructive comments and suggestions are still very welcome; please 
e-mail Waterlines.
All subscribers to the SHRA “Mailchimp” address list will be sent an e-mail 
notification as soon as an issue is posted on the Waterlines Online website.  To 
add your name to the list, Click Here.
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SHRA Annual General Meeting
For Members Only

Thursday 21st May 2015
Starting at 7:30pm

(Doors Open at 7pm)

The Haven School
Atlantic Drive

Nominations for election to committee, to be received by 15th May, to:
The Secretary
SHRA
PO Box 124
Eastbourne BN24 9AW
E-mail: secretary@shra.co.uk

http://www.shra.co.uk/join.html
mailto:secretary%40shra.co.uk?subject=Nomination%20for%20election%20to%20SHRA%20committee


After three years of hard work on the Sovereign Harbour Supplementary Planning 
Document (SPD) the working group believed they had produced a vision for the completion 
of the harbour development that was a real “win-win” for all, residents, land owners and 
the Borough Council.
Central to the vision was the provision of a community centre and the creation of new, high 
quality public open spaces that could be enjoyed by residents and visitors.  This vision shaped 
Sovereign Harbour Ltd’s (SHL) “Master Plan” for the remaining harbour development sites 
and was the basis for an outline planning application, which was presented to residents at 
a pre-application consultation event at the Yacht Club in March 2013.

The plan for site eight, above, showed a well designed, high quality public area adjacent 
to the marina.
When the planning application was considered by the Planning Committee in April 2014, 
it reflected the Sovereign Harbour SPD, in most respects, and the SHRA Committee gave it 
their support, despite concerns that the application was for outline consent and the S106 
agreement had not yet been concluded.

Assurances given to allay SHRA concerns

Our fears on the dangers of outline planning consent were based on the disastrous 
consequences of the original outline consent for the harbour development that allowed 
developers carte blanche to exclude all the social infrastructure necessary to create a 
sustainable community.  We were assured by Planning Officers that “things were now 
different” and any changes could only be cosmetic.  
In response to the concerns over the failure to complete the S106 agreement, Planning 
Officers sought, and were granted, delegated authority to refuse the application if the 
agreement was not concluded within three months.  We were also assured that we, and 
our ward councillors would be shown the final draft before the agreement was signed.

It Was All Just Pretty Pictures



In the event, negotiations on the S106 agreement dragged on for a further eight months, 
but the delegated authority to refuse the application was not invoked.  When the agreement 
was finally concluded, many of the hard won safeguards had been omitted, in particular 
the commitment that no further residential development would be permitted before the 
delivery of the community centre.  Neither the SHRA or our ward councillors were given the 
opportunity to comment.  SHRA Chairman, Jan Weeks, wrote to the Eastbourne Borough 
Council (EBC) Chief Executive, Robert Cotrill, expressing our disappointment and requesting 
an explanation for residents; no response has been received, and no statement provided.

SHRA Concerns Justified

The day after the S106 agreement was concluded, a “reserved matters” planning application 
was received for Site Eight, which justified our concerns over the granting of outline consent.   
Instead of the high-quality public space offered in the outline consent, the developers 
proposed to provide a marina-side promenade and a “shingle beach”; see below.

This application which, unbelievably, had an officer’s recommendation for approval, was 
presented to the February meeting of the Planning Committee.  Members expressed serious 
concern over the proposals for the public area, and Cllr Gordon Jenkins proposed that the 
committee’s decision should be deferred to give the applicant the opportunity to revise the 
plans to make them more compliant with the SPD Neighbourhood Vision and the outline 
design previously presented.  After the meeting, in a conversation with the applicants’ agent, 
SHRA committee members expressed their disappointment that the design didn’t reflect 
those shown at the public consultation and in the outline plan.  The astonishing response 
was, “you can’t expect that, they were just Brendan’s pretty pictures”.
The applicant has submitted a revised design, but it is very little different to the design 
shown above; still a very long way from the concept shown on the previous page, and still 
totally unacceptable.
The revised application will be submitted to the Planning Committee at its meeting on 
24th March.  Members of the SHRA committee will attend the meeting to object to the 
plans and request that the application be refused.  The meeting will take place at the Town 
Hall, starting at 6pm; if you can spare the time to come along, your support will be very 
much appreciated.  
There is still  time to add your comments on the application, or to object to it.   Visit the EBC 
website; click on “Planning; click  on “Search for Planning Applications”; enter Application 
reference 141469;  click on “Documents”; read:  ref. 7246014 Original Plan and 7407930 
Revised Plan.
The Planning Committee’s decision will have far reaching consequences; if the application is 
given consent, all of the work that went into the SPD will have been wasted and developers 
will be given leave, once again, to treat Sovereign Harbour as a milch cow.  Because the 
implications are so far reaching, Jan Weeks wrote again to Robert Cotrill requesting that the 
SPD working group should be re-convened to discuss a collective response.  Hopefully, that 
can be arranged before the application is reconsidered.

http://www.eastbourne.gov.uk
http://www.eastbourne.gov.uk


Following 10 years of campaigning on 
behalf of residents for a Community Centre 
in Sovereign Harbour, the SHRA can at last 
see their goal in sight.
Subject to a planning application, which it 
is hoped will go to the Planning Committee 
at the end of March, work will start on a 800m2 Community Centre in the latter part of this 
year and will be open for business in 2016.  The Sovereign Harbour Community Centre, 
when built, will be the largest Community Centre in Eastbourne.
A meeting was held on the 19th January with local Ward and County Councillors, the Chief 
Executive, Planning Officers and Leader of Eastbourne Borough Council along with the 
Chief Executive of Sea Change Sussex (a not for profit Organisation) who will be overseeing 
the project, together with a recently appointed Project Manager and Architects, Wave 
Leisure Trust, as well as representatives from SHRA and Sovereign Harbour Community 
Association (SHCA).
At this meeting a Technical Group was established to finalise the interior design of the 
Community Centre.   The Technical Group is made up from Council Officers, Project Manager, 
representatives from SHCA along with a representative from Wave Leisure Trust who has 
been commissioned by the Council to assist the Community Association on all aspects of 
managing the Community Centre, particularly with regard to long term sustainability.
Jan Weeks, Chair of Sovereign Harbour Residents Association said “I am very encouraged 
by these latest developments which signal the end of 10 years of campaigning for this 
essential facility. My thanks go to everyone who have supported our aspirations and are 
helping to make the Community Centre a reality”.
Several groups have already indicated their interest in using the Centre.   It is intended that 
marketing of the Centre will commence in earnest once the foundations have been laid.  
If you or your group would like to register your interest please contact Des Davis (Chair – 
SHCA) at info@sh-ca.org.

Sovereign Harbour 
Community Centre Update 
By Des Davis

Wednesday 1st April, at 7:30pm
The Cloggs

More information, bookings and reservations

Rotary Club of Eastbourne in 
Support of 

“Big School Theatre”
Eastbourne College

Old Wish Road
Eastbourne, BN21 4JY

mailto:info%40sh-ca.org?subject=The%20Sovereign%20Harbour%20Community%20Centre
http://eastbournerotary.org.uk/jazzmatazz2015.html


Pevensey Coastal Defence Annual Public Forum 
St Wilfrid’s Hall

Wednesday 8th April
2pm to 6pm 

Please call in say hello or, if there is something specific 
you wish to see displayed, let Ian Thomas know in 
advance.  
As always more information on the sea defences can 
be found on the PCDL website, email Ian Thomas, or 
call him on 761202.

Work on “Pacific House”, the Sovereign 
Harbour Innovation Mall, is progressing at 
a rapid pace.
The cladding has been put in place, the 
majority of the windows on the Pacific 
Drive and Pevensey Bay Road aspects have 
been installed and the interior structure is 
taking shape.

The basic groundwork for the car park and entry road has also been completed.

Opening of Pacific House Scheduled for June 2015

SeaChange Sussex, the company responsible for the project , has started advertising for 
businesses, large and small, which would be interested in working from this landmark 
building; which is scheduled for completion at the beginning of June.
The prospect of further development on the site was given a huge boost by a grant of 
£1.8 million from the South East Development Fund to finance the completion of the 
infrastructure.  
Hopefully, many of the jobs created by this development will be taken by harbour residents,  
enhancing the sustainability of the neighbourhood.

http://www.pevensey-bay.co.uk
mailto:email%20Ian%20Thomas?subject=


To celebrate the start of spring, the Keep Britain Tidy campaign has set aside 20th 
and 21st March as  Community Clean Up Days, a ‘national spring clean’, backed by the 
Government, that aims to spruce up the country’s high streets, residential and business 
areas, villages and parks. 
Cleaning up the harbour is a big job, but the Sovereign Harbour Community Association 
will be joining in the campaign, hopefully with your support.  This is an excellent opportunity 
to enhance the environment in which we live and, at the same time, increase community 
involvement.
Although the harbour is a large area, we have the advantage that it is broken up into a 
large number of discrete developments from about 50 to 250 homes.  If each one of these 
developments had a local champion who was willing to coordinate activity in their area, 
the task would be made much easier and we could achieve much more.   Could you be 
that person?  Alternatively, would you like to support the event by joining in on the day?  
In either case, e-mail SHCA.

Let’s Restore Some Pride in Our Neighbourhood

http://www.sh-ca.org
mailto:cleanup%40sh-ca.org?subject=Community%20Clear%20Up%20Day


We have recently had a number of successful 
arrests following an increase in car crime 
elsewhere in Eastbourne.  
This has been following calls from members 
of the public reporting suspicious people 
hanging around residential roads late at 
night, and other similar activities.  

However, despite this good news we are 
still eager to remind residents of the need 
to take away opportunities for thieves. 

Whilst on foot patrol in the North Harbour 
I saw at least three vehicles with satellite 
navigation systems still attached to the 
windscreen, which is an open invitation 
to would be criminals to break in and take 
these valuable items.   All recent incidents 

of car crime have been opportunist thefts of items that were on display through windows.  

Keep the property in your car safe

Please be careful around this kind of crime, and remove any valuable items from your 
vehicles when you leave then unattended.  This includes money, laptop computers, gifts 
and other items.  It is easier to do this to prevent a crime rather than have to clear up after 
one.  

The Harbour remains a very safe area to live and work, but this is only because of the 
vigilance of residents.  Through relatively simple acts we can keep crime low.  

Finally, we are always grateful to the SHRA for allowing us space in its Waterlines newsletter.  
We wish the SHRA all the best with the new “Virtual” format.

Local artists, who are members of the 
East Dean and Friston Art Group, will be 
exhibiting their work over the May Bank 
Holiday at the East Dean Community Hall.    

The Show has always been popular and 
attracts large numbers of visitors.

The paintings that will be on display have 
all been  created by the members of the Art 
Group, and will be available for purchase. 

Show times:

• Saturday 2nd May 2pm - 5pm

• Sunday 3rd May 10am – 5pm

• Monday 4th May 10am – 4pm 

Admission and parking free.

There will be a raffle, and refreshments will 
be available.

East Dean and Friston 
Art Group Exhibition 

and Sale of Work

Community Police Update 
By PC Ed Faulkner



The Rotary Club of Sovereign Harbour is delighted to announce Sunday June 7th as the 
date for their 2015 Harbour Walk. This year we will be supporting Canine Partners as our 
chosen charity, all entry/registration fees and donations made on the day will go to this 
charity. 
In their own words Canine Partners, "is a 
charity dedicated to helping transform the 
lives of people with disabilities through one 
of our assistance dogs. Our dogs bring greater 
independence and a better quality of life by 
performing tasks that are difficult, painful or 
even impossible for their partner". The money we raise will go directly toward the purchase 
of puppies for local people that need the help of a canine partner.

The Harbour Walk is approximately 5k 
over flat terrain, making it suitable for all 
age groups; the cost to register is £5.00 
per adult (children walk free).
If you would like to raise money for other 
charities all we ask is that you pay your 
registration fee, let us know your chosen 
charity, and inform us of the sum you 
finally raise through your efforts on the 
day. 

The walk sets off at Midday from behind Cineworld in the Sovereign Harbour Retail Park 
and, if you arrive early, there will be some pre-walk entertainment.  
You can register your name, and pay your donation online, at the Harbour Walk JustGiving 
Page or, alternatively turn up on the day at 11.30 and register .
If you would like further information please contact Ray Blakebrough.

Rotary Club member, Joyce Lee, is also running her 
own campaign in support of Canine Partners.  On 
Sunday 1st March, Joyce set off on the Eastbourne 
Half-Marathon, the first of her life.
Joyce completed the 13.1 mile (21.1km) to in 2hrs 
27min 4sec, raising a staggering £2,100 in the process 
(as at 4th March), more than sufficient to train three 
new helper dogs, which was Joyce’s very ambiious 
target.
You still have a chance to help Joyce further exceed her 
target; perhaps she’ll manage to fund four dogs. So, if 
you would like to make a donation, the opportunity is 
still open.  
Visit Joyce’s JustGiving page.

Rotary Club of Sovereign 
Harbour Update
By Ray Blakebrough

www.justgiving.com/rotarysovereinharbour
mailto:Rotarysovhbr%40outlook.com?subject=2015%20Harbour%20Walk
https://www.justgiving.com/Joyce-Lee1/


Despite the limitations of the venue, 
Sovereign Harbour Community 
Association (SHCA), Bowling section, 
hosted its first home short mat bowls 
match against Eastbourne Bowling Club 
(EBC) at the Haven school. 
Bowlers and supporters from both clubs had an entertaining evening, it was a close 
match with SHCA winning by three points (26 to 23). 
In the enjoyable return match at the Saffrons, Sovereign Harbour Bowlers, fortunes 
were reversed; the winning ends were maintained, but the match was lost by four 
points. 
The team looked very smart in their club shirts and played with good spirit and 
enthusiasm. It was a good experience for them, especially playing on different mats. 
Well done to the players and thanks to the supporters who turned out on a stormy, 
wet night.
The SHCA bowling section is a friendly club, with members of all abilities who enjoy 
the social side as well as the bowling.  It is open to all who live on the harbour, but 
there is a waiting list in force at present.
For further information please contact bowls@sh-ca.org

SHCA Short Mat Bowls 
Group Update
By John Langton

In May 2014, local historian, Andy 
Saunders, approached the SHRA to 
discuss a project to commemorate the 
75th anniversary of the sinking of the SS 
Barn Hill in an air attack on 20th March 
1940.  The wreck can still be seen at low 
tide, close to the harbour entrance.
After discussions with other community organisations, it was decided that an 
interpretation board, similar to the boards on the North Harbour beach and on the 
outer harbour adjacent to the locks would be an appropriate memorial.  Funding was 
obtained through donations from RNLI Heritage, devolved ward budget,  SHRA, the 
Rotary Club of Sovereign Harbour and Premier Marinas; Identity Design and Print 
produced the insert for the board at no cost.  Pevensey Coastal Defence Ltd funded 
the installation of the board, which can now be seen on the beach close to Macquarie 
Quay.  Thanks to the Victoria Quay management company for allowing the siting of 
the board their land.
The board will be officially dedicated in a ceremony at the site on 27th March.

The Sinking of the 
SS Barn Hill

mailto:bowls%40sh-ca.org?subject=SHCA%20Short%20Mat%20Bowls%20enquiry


Customer First Update Environmental Crime data for Eastbourne 
December – January

• 398 Fly-tipping

• 153 Litter

• 152 Dog fouling

• 51 Graffiti 

• 29 Abandoned vehicles 

The Neighbourhood First team is currently 
conducting Environmental Quality 
Monitoring, NI195s, across Eastbourne for 

the waste contract. This consists of checking selected number of roads for litter, detritus, 
graffiti, fly posting and dog fouling by:

• Regular patrols on the Zones 
• Operation Aimee, responsible dog owner patrols across Eastbourne

Residents can download the ‘Report It Eastbourne’ app to their smart phone to report over 
40 categories of environmental issues including  fly-tipping, litter, dog fouling and graffiti 
Zone 3, which includes Sovereign Harbour will be getting a new Neighbourhood Advisor 
in the coming months, following the departure of Paul Boyce to his new job in Hastings.
The ‘Not in our street’ campaign is extremely successful, any ideas on location please contact 
us on the email address below or pop into one of our drop ins.
You can contact Neighbourhood Advisors: 

• In Person: Bridgemere Centre every 2nd Wednesday of month 11am - 12 noon. 
• By email: customerfirst@eastbourne.gov.uk 
• Direct email: Zone3@eastbourne.gov.uk
• By telephone: 01323 410000  

Night to Remember 2015 is 
a ladies only four or ten mile 
midnight walk along Eastbourne’s 
streets and seafront on Saturday 
16th May 2015. 

Over the past four years, over 
2,400 ladies have taken to 
the streets and seafront of 
Eastbourne and have raised a 
collective £292,000 for Chestnut 
Tree House, the only children’s 
hospice in Sussex. 

More information
Register for the 2015 Midnight Walk

mailto:customerfirst%40eastbourne.gov.uk?subject=
mailto:zone3%40eastbourne.gov.uk?subject=
http://cth.nighttoremember.org.uk/default.asp?id=1#.VOr67vu7OUk
http://cth.nighttoremember.org.uk/default.asp?id=6#.VOr4j_u7OUk


At the meeting of the Harbour WI on 9th 
February, the Speaker was Ray Hale, a 
wildlife lecturer, author, photographer 
and naturalist. He specialises in the study 
of arachnids – in other words ‘Spiders’! 

He told the ladies about his passion for insects from a very early age and how he wooed his 
wife with presents of various spiders and insects in matchboxes!! She is now very involved 
with wildlife herself as a keeper at Drusilla’s Zoo. His recent project has been a trip to South 
East Asia to study the endangered species of spiders and insects there. His talk was entitled 
‘Vietnam – A Country not a War’ and he told the ladies how his work is helping to save many 
rare insects.  

On a very wet and miserable February 12th, twenty Lunch Club Members met in Callenders 
in Hailsham for a very enjoyable get-together. They have no venue as yet for March, but have 
decided to have a coffee morning in April – possibly at the Cavendish Hotel. There was a 
visit to Glyndebourne in February for a ‘Behind the Scenes Tour and Tea’ which was enjoyed 
by two groups of ladies. A Theatre Trip is being organised for 9th April to see ‘Oklahoma’ at 
the Congress Theatre in Eastbourne. The Federation ‘Spring Craft Day and Market’ is to be 
held in March at the Uckfield Civic Centre and the ‘Annual Council Meeting’ at the Winter 
Gardens is also in March on the 25th.

The Craft Club meet in the Baptist Church at Pevensey Bay on the 3rd Monday of every 
month. At the January Meeting the Ladies continued to assemble and lay out the beautiful 

‘quilt’, which is to be raffled or auctioned. Several 
ladies not involved in the quilt making made 
‘Easter Bunny’ baskets and Spring flowers made 
from tissue paper. They intend making wine bottle 
covers next month.

The Harbour WI meets every 2nd Monday of the 
month in the Sovereign Suite of the Sovereign 
Yacht Club at 2pm. Next month the Speaker will 
be Chris McCooey giving a talk entitled “Scandals 
– Sensational and Sad – of Kent and Sussex.” 

The competition is for an arrangement of Spring 
flowers and the sales table is for ‘Vases and/or 
Flowerpots’.

The Harbour W.I. has reached a maximum for the premises where it is held, but visitors are 
welcome by prior arrangement with Frances Harrap on 01323 472649. Information is also 
available on our website.

Harbour WI Update
By Judy Latter

http://www.shra.co.uk/WI


The new Sovereign Harbour photo club, which 
launched on 10th November 2014 is now well 
underway with members in regular attendance 
and enjoying the benefits of an exchange of 
experience and information from a diverse  
group, which includes total novices and 
professional photographers alike.

We have already experienced many interesting presentations from professionals giving 
valuable advise on how to get the best out of your photography, whether it's from a modern 
digital SLR camera or something as simple as your smart phone.

We were recently visited by 
our local police PCSO's, (Andy 
Harlow and Andy Monico) 
who dropped in for a chat, 
to find out what was going 
on and update us on the 
community policing poster 
competition.

Photoclub to affiliate 
with KCPA

We also had a recent visit from 
the president of the KCPA 
(Kent County Photographic 
Association) Alan Lomakin  
(who we intend to affiliate 

to), which will enable us to enter into both area and national photographic competitions 
in the future. He also gave us a talk on the workings of the KCPA and the benefits to its 
members.

Club members will make local field trips

The club will be out this weekend, on its first of many (we hope), local field trips to Birling 
Gap to take pictures, with the support of some of our more experienced members.

If you see people walking round Sovereign Harbour in the future with cameras in hand, it's 
probable that it will be members of the SHPC, as we intend to get involved in recording 
local events in our community as well as the seasons and great views of course.

If you are interested in photography and think you would like to join a really enthusiastic 
group of local photographers, please contact the secretary Bob Stanborough by e mail on:  
secretary@sovereignharbourphotoclub.uk   or drop in at the annex of 'Simply Italian', on 
the waterfront, Sovereign Harbour on a Monday evening at 7pm, and join us for a coffee, 
or something stronger, if you prefer; hope to see you there !

Sovereign Harbour Photoclub UK 
By Robert Stanborough

@SovHarRA

mailto:secretary%40sovereignharbourphotoclub.uk?subject=


We finished our dinghy sailing at the end 
of December, celebrated a successful year 
with a Christmas lunch at the clubhouse and 
packed up our sails until March.  
During this ‘close season’ however a number 
of our sailors still carry on racing in the aptly 
named ‘icicle’ series at some of the inland clubs – most notably Bewl Valley Sailing Club. 

Other activities on going include working 
parties to give the clubhouse its annual 
spruce up, training covering first aid, helming 
safety boats and being a race officer. We 
enjoyed a dinner and interesting talk by 
Cowes based UK Sailing Association at the 
end of February. UKSA train all aspects of 
seafaring for those who seek a civil career in 
the maritime industry. 
We start sailing again on the 28th March 

with our warm up races and will be joining in the Sussex Regatta, both on land and on the 
water, hosted by SHYC over the Easter Weekend. 

Like to Give Dinghy Sailing a Try - Open and Taster Day

We have an active season now planned in – 
please see our calendar.  This includes our 
club open and taster day on the 9th May, 
where we offer a trial sail to those interested 
in  seeing  what dinghy sailing is all about. 
Do please drop by if this is you – bring a 
change of clothes.
Adrian Peckham
Vice Commodore

Pevensey Bay Sailing Club 
Update
By Adrian Peckham

Would You Like To E-Dance?

The new Social Brit Dance, which was recently 
launched, was created in Eastbourne.
Sovereign Harbour resident, David Plummer, 
or Lazy Dave as he’s known in the dance world, 
has almost 20 years of dance experience behind 
him and during that time, has generated a 
new dance style -  Sugar Step, the latest form 
of partner dancing, which can now be learned 
online at sugarstep.com

http://www.sugarstep.com/


With the continuation of poor weather in 
the South East of the Country we felt the 
need to postpone our Society day at East 
Brighton Golf Club on Wednesday 21st 
January to Wednesday February 4th.
We advertise that we are an all weather Golf 
Society and have, during the course of our 
twenty year existence only had to postpone three events for inclement weather but on 
this occasion it was felt that uncomfortable golf would do nothing to please our Members
With many Courses closed or operating on temporary tees and greens the Course provided 
us with an excellent days golf and a hospitable welcome.
Scoring, however, was never going to be great with the weather of  assistance to nobody 
and of the 11 players taking part a winning Stableford score of 32 was creditable.
The club provided us with a four-ball voucher, worth up to £100 and it was a pleasure to 
award this to  Andy Medhurst, playing off of a handicap of 8 for his efforts.  He was, of 
course, as Society rules permit, also 'awarded' a two shot handicap reduction !

Our February event went ahead successfully 
on the lovely Seaford (Blatchington ) Golf 
Course.  This is a real test of golf and our 
winner, Andy Chisnall, playing off a handicap 
of 13 did well to muster 32 points.

The Course was in excellent condition despite recent weather and will hopefully become 
a regular venue for the Society.
Our next event will be on Thursday March 26th at Copthorne Golf Club.  We are expecting 
a good response to this event but would love to see some new faces as well, so we would 
like to take this opportunity to invite you to become a Member of our Society; it will cost 
you nothing to join 
If you'd like to join us ring Jeff Brain on 07777 682038 or e mail us at admin@hefflegolf.
com
Our programme for the year to September 2015, printed below, is also available on our 
website.   All prices quoted include food.

March 26th  COPTHORNE £39.00   July 15th  BROOME PARK  £44.00
April 15th  MID SUSSEX   £42.00 August 19th  BROKE HILL  £42.00
May 20th  SINGING HILLS  £42.00 September 16th  WOLDINGHAM  £42.50
June 17th  BLETCHINGLEY  £42.50

 
Difficulty with Transport, we can usually arrange 'lifts'
If you'd like to join us at our next game or any other to just e mail us on
admin@hefflegolf.com or ring  or text Jeff Brain on  07777 682038

Heffle Golf Update
By Jeff Brain

mailto:admin%40hefflegolf.com?subject=Joining%20Heffle%20Golf
mailto:admin%40hefflegolf.com?subject=Joining%20Heffle%20Golf
http://www.hefflegolf.com
http://www.hefflegolf.com
mailto:admin%40hefflegolf.com?subject=I%27d%20like%20to%20join%20you%20on%20your%20next%20game


The HF Christmas party was held at the View 
Hotel in their brand new function suite with 
superb settings overlooking the sea front. It 
was an excellent party and a great success.  
The party was attended by 86 HF, friends 
and family.  
The staff at the View Hotel were excellent 
and they were perfect hosts and handled 
the whole evening very efficiently without 
any problems. We thank the View Hotel for giving HF a large discount of our total costs so 
that we could purchase some lovely prizes, also as a gesture they donated tea for two and 
a bottle of champagne.  HF also wish to thank DJ Peter Phillips for hosting a most excellent 
video disco to make the party atmosphere and making the whole evening enjoyable. Also 
our thanks goes to Lynn’s Travel for providing us with a punctual coach driver.
Then the first ever Harbour Friends New Year’s Eve Party was held at the Eastbourne Downs 
Golf Club, jointly with Golf Club members, friends and family. It was a huge success and great 
evening with a lovely party atmosphere, members enjoyed an excellent buffet and music 
followed by various firework displays over Eastbourne, to see the New Year in. Jointly, over 
120 people attended, Hopefully Harbour Friends will host this event from this year onwards 
as an annual event. It is hoped to hold another HF New Year's Eve Party for 2015 and to see 
many more HF members, families and friends.  Many thanks to Sue Johnson for managing 
and coordinating the HF friends and family to go by coach to the party at the Golf Club.

Membership Increased to 117 - 18 Special Events

Over the year, HF membership had increased to 117.  Very sadly, one of our members, Fred 
Batchelor, who joined in the summer of 2014, had passed away suddenly in December.  
David Hawkins reported 18 special events had been held, all of which had been well 
attended and some even sold out.  These included:
Bryan Drewett had superbly organised trips to Brugge, Chichester, and Canterbury and 
hopefully more to be organised for this year.
Roger Kiernan & Anne Kiernan, Janet Cherry, Nick Dawkins, and Charles & Angela Herrod 
organised and ran the evening Treasure Hunt in the summer. Another very enjoyable event 
which we hope can be repeated in 2015.
Yvonne Atkinson organised the Croquet followed by afternoon tea at the Crompton Croquet 
Club.  A lovely day was enjoyed by all.  Winners on the day were Grant and Sue Jones and 
their winners medals were presented to them by David.  Bryan and Jackie Drewett came 
second, with David and Lynda Hawkins third.
Roger Kiernan and his team of helpers for the Race Night held at the Yacht Club.  Again, 
another enjoyable event.
Faz Razeen arranged a visit to Buckingham Palace State Rooms. 
Jacky Bell arranged a visit to Plumpton Races for an excellent day out to enjoy the races 
and lunch.  The Moorcroft Racehorse Welfare Centre also held the Shetland Pony Gold Cup 
race. We also had day visits to Brighton & Hove Greyhound Racing for the races and lunch.
Finally, HF committee members and the rest of the members would like to thank David 
Hawkins as chairman for all his tireless efforts for arranging various meetings and events 
during the past year.

Harbour Friends Update
By Faz Razeen



The South Harbour’s large water feature 
was officially opened in 2003. Now, after 12 
years delay, it is finally about to be handed 
over to the control of the 369 local property 
owners who are covenanted to pay for its upkeep. Both the freehold of the water feature 
and the ownership of the management company will be transferred to the property owners. 
The handover is scheduled to take place on 1st March 2015.
Five of us property owners are already acting as interim directors of the management 
company, Columbus Point (Management) Company Limited (CPMCL), and we have overseen 
the transfer arrangements. We were very pleased that we have been able to achieve some 
substantial funding for the Company from the developers that will ensure CPMCL starts off 
on a secure financial footing.
Following handover the interim directors will arrange an AGM so that the members of 
CPMCL (i.e. the property owners), can elect a new, full, board of directors. The AGM must 
be held within six months of the handover and the current estimate is late-May or June.
It has taken a great deal of time, tough negotiations, legal threats, piles of correspondence, 
letters to the press and even a piece on BBC TV’s ‘Watchdog’ to reach what we believe is a 
positive outcome for the local residents. We are grateful for all the support the residents of 
Sovereign Harbour have given us, and especially for the very helpful assistance we received 
from Stephen Lloyd MP, Councillor Gordon Jenkins and Eastbourne Borough Council.
For more information visit the Water Feature website.

Water Feature - Under New 
Management 
By CPMCL Interim Directors

Business networking is an effective low-
cost method for developing opportunities 
and contacts, based on referrals and 
introductions, by way of face-to-face 
meetings and gathering. The philosophy 
is simple – if you want to network, make 
contacts and forge business relationships in 
an informal environment.

Business Network Eastbourne aims to create a thriving friendly business networking event 
where you can come in and enjoy swapping ideas and business cards with other like minded 
business owners. The principle of the Business Networking Eastbourne community is to 
provide completely free membership both to our Eastbourne networking event and the 
online website

The free event is hosted by Simply Italian on the waterfront on the first Tuesday of every 
month, between 10:00 and 12:00.  Business people can come and enjoy an informal event 
- they just have to buy their own coffee

For more information, visit the Business Network Eastbourne website.

Business Network 
Eastbourne 
By Alan Winsgrove

http://www.waterfeature.eu
http://businessnetworkingeastbourne.co.uk/why-network/.


A solar eclipse will be visible from 
Eastbourne next month - and there won’t 
be another one for eleven years. The 
phenomenon is set to darken the skies 
on Friday 20th March, starting at 8.24am, 
reaching its ‘maximum’ by 9.30am.
The last total eclipse visible from the UK 
was on 11th August 1999, when the moon 
totally covered the sun as it crossed over 
Cornwall; the Eastbourne Astronomical 
Society said this eclipse was only partially 
visible from Eastbourne.

84% of Sun Will be Obscured

March’s eclipse is set to be a similar spectacle, with 84% of the Sun set to be obscured by 
the moon, when viewed from Eastbourne.
The Eastbourne Astronomical Society will set up three specially adapted telescopes on the 
Western Lawns; members of the public are welcome to join them and use the telescopes 
free of charge.
Never look directly at the sun, especially through a telescope or binoculars, unless they 
have been specially set up for solar viewing; even a short glimpse can permanently damage 
your eyesight.

Partial Solar Eclipse Will Be 
Visible in Eastbourne

The Redoubt Fortress is seeking enthusiastic volunteers for the new season when 
Eastbourne’s unique Georgian Fortress throws open its oak gates to the public again on 
16 March. A new team of volunteers known as ‘Casemate Guides’ will make sure visitors 
get the most out of their trip to this fascinating building.
The Redoubt is looking for friendly people with a passion for Eastbourne’s history and 
heritage to provide a warm and informed welcome to visitors to the Fortress throughout 
the 2015 season. Volunteers are asked to work a small amount of hours a week, enhancing 
visitors’ experience to the unique historic building.
Passion and enthusiasm are needed to help the building and museum come alive, but 
volunteers do not require existing knowledge of the Redoubt as full training will be 
provided, ensuring a fulfilling and fun experience for volunteers this season. All volunteers 
will benefit from a ten percent discount in the Outpost Café and shop, plenty of support, 
training and information and above all a rewarding and enjoyable experience.
Training will cover all aspects of the front of house role, from customer service to health 
and safety and guided tours to conservation awareness. Casemate Guides will work 
alongside the Museum Visitor Assistants, with the role centred on delivering exceptional 
visitor services. 
For further information about the voluntary role of Casemate Guide, visit www.
eastbournemuseums.co.uk, email the Redoubt, or call the Redoubt on 01323 410300.

http://www.eastbournemuseums.co.uk
http://www.eastbournemuseums.co.uk
mailto:redoubtmuseum%40eastbourne.gov.uk?subject=Casemate%20Guide


Eastbourne Lifeboat Regatta is to end in 
its current format with the final cheque 
presentation taking place recently at the 
lifeboat station at Sovereign Harbour  
The Eastbourne Regatta was started back in 
2004 by Mark Robinson and Mark Sawyer, 
second coxswain and coxswain of Eastbourne Lifeboat, with help from members of their 
crew and other volunteers. Mark coordinated lifeboat crew and their friends and families 
in helping stage the event which over the ten years generated in excess of £80,000 for the 
RNLI. 
The event has been supported by Bates Wharf, Premier Marinas, Harveys Brewery from 
Lewes and Mercedes Benz of Eastbourne. Additional funds were raised through revenue 
generated by advertising and sponsorship of the races by a great number of local businesses. 
Attending the cheque presentation were Simon Yates from Harveys and Graeme Dengate 
from Mercedes. 
Presenting the cheque Mark Robinson said: “I would like to thank everyone, especially the 
crew and their wives and families that have helped run this event and so raise funds for 
our lifeboat station. There are too many to mention individually but a big thank you to 
everyone. 
I would also like to thank all the companies that have supported the event through 
advertising, sponsorship or providing help in other ways. With the development of the 
remaining sites on the harbour it is time to call it a day for the event as we have run it,  
although there will still be a regatta over the August bank holiday weekend run by Sovereign 
Harbour Yacht Club.”
The cheque for £12,542.79 was presented to Dr Colin McKee and will be used towards the 
running of Eastbourne Lifeboat station.

Proceeds from Regatta 
Donated to Eastbourne 
Lifeboat

The players for walking football who play 
at Shinewater Community Centre, line up 
before a friendly match against players from 
Seaford. 
The Shinewater players benefit from support 
from staff at Shinewater, and Eastbourne 
Borough Football Club, who provided the strip and also provide a couple of players from 
their academy to help out on a weekly basis. 
The game of walking football is gaining popularity quickly, it is suitable for both men 
and women, the minimum age is generally 50. At present Shinewater play on Thursday 
mornings, in two one hour sessions 10 to 11 and 11 to 12, the first hour is for a warm up 
and playing a few games, the second hour is playing  games and being coached.

Walking Football 
By John Langton



At The Waterfront Spring can be felt teetering 
just around the corner, but we daren't speak 
too soon just in case the sun goes away!   Take 
a look below to see what's coming up soon.
The Waterfront Traders are working hard on their events schedule; rumours of Pirates, 
Face Painters, Punch and Judy and more are currently floating around!  Keep an eye on 
their website, Facebook or Twitter pages, upcoming events will be posted as soon as 
they're confirmed. 
However, some events have already been confirmed for March.

Thursday 5th March from 7.00pm
Ganges Indian Restaurant will be hosting another of 
their ever popular Classic Sinatra nights with a four 
course menu for £23.95.
Book your table today - email Ganges or call 01323 
479988. 

Friday 6th March, from 7.30pm
Start the weekend off well with some beautiful 
Italian Live Opera in Simply Italian.

Book your table today, simply call 01323 470911. 

Sunday 15th March
Take Mum out for a treat this Mother’s Day. Seasons 
Restaurant are offering both a special lunch menu 
and an afternoon tea.
Find out more about both options and how to book 
your table.

Spring’s Just Around the 
Corner at the Waterfront

http://eastbourneharbour.com/
https://www.facebook.com/TheWaterfrontEastbourne
https://twitter.com/thewaterfrontEB
mailto:gangesatharbour%40yahoo.co.uks?subject=
http://www.seasonseastbourne.com/latest-news
http://www.seasonseastbourne.com/latest-news


 

Saturday 7th March, from 9.00pm

Ganges Indian Restaurant will be hosting another 
of their ever popular Classic Sinatra nights with a 4 
course menu for £23.95.

Book your table today - email Ganges or call 01323 
479988. 

Saturday 7th March, from 9.00pm

Don’t miss The Beatroots, a real party band ready and 
willing to cover some of the best tunes there are!

To find out more call 01323 479822 or visit: 
 www.gardenbareastbourne.co.uk. 

Sunday 15th March

Fancy a taste of the Mediterranean this Mother’s 
Day? Book your table now, there’s a free present for 
every Mum! Various sittings available throughout 
the day.
Book your table online or call the restaurant on 
01323 470400. 

If you should be troubled by a swarm of bees, 
or if you should come across one during your 
daily activities,  Eastbourne bee keeper, Richard 
Cullingford, would be pleased to hear from you.
Just give him a call on 07796-363730 and he’ll 
come along and remove them.

mailto:gangesatharbour%40yahoo.co.uks?subject=
http://www.gardenbareastbourne.co.uk
http://www.pablos-eastbourne.co.uk/book-a-table/


The Rotary Club of Sovereign Harbour 
meets every Tuesday at 7:00pm for a buffet 
dinner in the annexe of Simply Italian on 
the Sovereign Harbour Waterfront. 

Visitors and prospective new members are 
very welcome.

For more information visit the Rotary Club 
of Sovereign Harbour website.

Harbour Clubs and Groups
For more information on any of these groups, call the number given, 

or visit the ‘Harbour Clubs’ page of the SHRA website (www.shra.co.uk).

Rotary Club of Sovereign Harbour

Harbour Friends continues to meet every 
Wednesday evening at 7.30 at the Yacht Club. 

For the uninitiated, Harbour Friends is a social 
group of Harbour Residents, of all ages, both 
singles and couples, with the purpose of 
building friendships and generally enjoying 
life on our lovely harbour. 

Events are open to members only so why not 
join.  At only £14 per year this is a bargain. 

For further information please contact either 
Brenda on 01323 470114.

or visit:  www.harbourfriends.co.uk. 

Harbour Friends

The Sovereign Harbour Art Group meets in 
the Christ The King Church Hall, Princes Road 
on Thursdays 9:30am - 12:30pm. 

Learn to paint with acrylics, oils and pastels 
with an experienced art tutor in a friendly, 
relaxed and enjoyable environment.

Phone Angela on 07914-884378 or e-mail 
acrylicart@hotmail.co.uk
You might also like to visit the Art Group’s 
page of the SHRA website.

www.shra.co.uk/artgroup.html

Sovereign Harbour Art Group

The Maritime Volunteer Service (MVS) is 
a charity-run organisation which aims 
to promote seamanship and maritime 
engineering for the young and old alike 
through local units around the country. 

Training nights are held every Tuesday 
evening at 19:30 in the MVS unit hut. 

New members are always welcome.

For more information, visit: 
www.mvs-eastsussex.co.uk   
E-mail: eastsussexmvs@hotmail.co.uk
Tel: 07738-286373.

Maritime Volunteer Service

The Haven Church meets every Sunday 
Morning at 10am in the hall of the Haven 
School on Atlantic Drive.

All are welcome. We have a relaxed and 
informal style with a joined Church of 
England and Methodist heritage. There is a 
supervised crèche and groups for primary-
aged children.

We have other week-day activities for 
families and also for exploring the Christian 
faith.

Minister: Revd. John Brook - 01323-325989

For more information or to get in touch: 
www.thehavenchurch.org.uk 
john@thehavenchurch.org.uk

The Haven Church

The Sovereign Harbour Community 
Association Short Mat Bowls Group meets 
every Thursday, in term time, at the Haven 
School, Atlantic Drive, from 6:45pm -  9pm.
Players of all abilities welcome, including 
complete beginners.
For more information, visit: 
www.sh-ca.org 
e-mail: bowls@sh-ca.org

SHCA Short Mat Bowls Group

http://www.rotary-ribi.org/clubs/homepage.php?ClubID=2045
http://www.rotary-ribi.org/clubs/homepage.php?ClubID=2045
http://www.harbourfriends.co.uk.
mailto:acrylicart%40hotmail.co.uk?subject=Sovereign%20Harbour%20Art%20Group
http://www.shra.co.uk/artgroup.html
http://www.mvs-eastsussex.co.uk/
mailto:eastsussexmvs%40hotmail.co.uk?subject=
http://www.thehavenchurch.org.uk
mailto:john%40thehavenchurch.org.uk?subject=
http://www.sh-ca.org
mailto:bowls%40sh-ca.org?subject=


Harbour Clubs and Groups
For more information on any of these groups, call the number given, 

or visit the ‘Harbour Clubs’ page of the SHRA website (www.shra.co.uk).

Brush Strokes Artists
A friendly, informal group of local artists, with 
a range of abilities, working in various media, 
meeting on Wednesdays, from 1 to 4pm in 
St. Richard’s Church Hall, Etchingham Road, 
Langney, BN23 7AX. 

No tuition provided.

Drop in to join, or just for an informal chat, or 
e-mail marinann@hotmail.co.uk for more 
information

Sovereign Harbour Social Club
The Sovereign Harbour Social Club meets 
every Wednesday from 10:00am to 11:30am in 
the Simply Italian annexe at the Waterfront for 
coffee.  

Each month, there will be one outing or visit; 
lunch, theatre, places of interest.  

All are welcome.  For further details contact 
Betty Saunders 01323-479514, or visit the 
Sovereign Harbour Social Club website.

Harbour Women’s Institute Sovereign Harbour Veterans Football

The Vets Football Team has now been running 
successfully for almost six years.  Membership 
is now, unfortunately, fully subscribed, but 
there is a  waiting list. 
For more information, or to join the 
Vet’s Football waiting list, contact: 
Frank Milmoe on 07771-610158, or visit: 
www.shvets.org.uk

The Harbour branch of the W.I. meets on the 
second Monday of the month at 2:00pm in 
the Sovereign Harbour Yacht Club.

If you are interested in taking part, please 
contact Frances Harrap on: 01323-472649, 
or visit: www.shra.co.uk/wi

The Garden Bar Sunday football team, which 
plays its home games at Hampden Park, is 
current champion of the Lewes and District 
Premiership. 
If you would like to join this very successful 
local team, call in to the Garden Bar at the 
Sovereign Harbour Waterfront or e-mail: 
gardenbar@hotmail.co.uk

Garden Bar Golf Society
Garden Bar Football TeamThe Garden Bar Golf Society meets once a 

month for a day of golf at high quality courses.
Current members cover a wide range of 
abilities, with handicaps ranging from 6 to 28 
and, although the golf is important, the social 
aspects of the day are equally significant. 
For more information, call in to the Garden 
Bar at the Sovereign Harbour Waterfront, or 
e-mail: gardenbar@hotmail.co.uk.

The Sovereign Harbour Bridge Club meets 
every Tuesday and Thursday at the Sovereign 
Harbour Yacht Club at 1pm for 1:30pm start, 
finishing at 5pm
The club runs a host system and all levels are 
very welcome with or without a partner. 
For further information including bridge 
tuition and educational material, please visit 
www.sh-bc.info call Alan on 01323-645893 
or e-mail: info@sh-bc.info

Sovereign Harbour Bridge Club Strollers and Toners
Get fit, tone up, make friends, feel better

Meeting outside Bright Ideas at the Waterfront, 
Thursdays at 9:30 - 10:30am.

Cost £2.50

Everyone is welcome and the sessions often 
run on with drinks on the harbour.

Please call Mari-Anne (fully qualified 
and insured) on 07748-678030. 
or visit Strollers and Toners on Facebook.

mailto:marinaann%40hotmail.co.uk?subject=Brush%20Strokes%20Artists
http://www.shra.co.uk/shsc/index.htm
http://www.shvets.org.uk
http://www.shra.co.uk/wi
mailto:gardenbar%40hotmail.co.uk?subject=
mailto:gardenbar%40hotmail.co.uk?subject=
mailto:info%40sh-bc.org?subject=
https://www.facebook.com/Strollersandtoners/timeline


Harbour Clubs and Groups
For more information on any of these groups, call the number given, 

or visit the ‘Harbour Clubs’ page of the SHRA website (www.shra.co.uk).

Sovereign Harbour Yacht Club

New members welcome - boaters and 
non-boaters.  

Activities and events all year - live bands & 
disco’s, quiz, skittles & race nights, Sunday 
carvery etc.  Tue–Thur 5-11pm, Fri-Sat 12-
11pm & Sun 12.-6pm.  

Call in anytime, or contact the  membership 
secretary, Julie Cronin  on 01323 470888, or 
e-mail: membership@shyc.co.uk or visit: 
www.shyc.co.uk

Sovereign Polyphony is an all female choir 
that perform in aid of the Eastbourne Blind 
Society.  
Membership of Sovereign Polyphony is 
auditioned, new members are welcome.
For more information, call 01323 470445 or 
email: sovereignpolyphony@uwclub.net
or visit: www.sovereignpolyphony.com

Sovereign Polyphony

Pevensey Bay Sailing Club

Friendly, family orientated  dinghy sailing 
and windsurf club, 10 minutes walk along 
the beach from the east end of the harbour. 
General sailing, training at all levels and 
regular club racing and regular social events. 

 We welcome beginners and experienced 
sailors alike and we sail at the weekends 
and on Tuesday and Thursday evenings in 
the summer. Our clubhouse offers hot food 
and a bar at the weekends, often enjoyed by 
members using our sun terrace overlooking 
the stunning views over the bay and on 
towards Bexhill and Hastings. 

 Do come and have a look round the club at 
any time or contact the membership secretary 
Judy Griffiths at: membership@pbsc.eu or 
visit: www.pbsc.eu

Formed in the Heathfield area (hence the 
name) in 1993, now based at Sovereign 
Harbour. Aims to provide competitive 
golf in a friendly atmosphere with realistic 
handicapping and all year round venues. 
Contact: 07777 682 038
 Email: admin@hefflegolf.com
 Website: www.hefflegolf.com

Heffle Golf Society

Set up by Sovereign Harbour residents, the 
club now meets on the 2nd and 4th Tuesday 
of every month 7- 9 pm, at the KCA, Conqueror 
Hall, Harold Drive, Kingsmere. 
Contact: Steve Lashley on 01323 478 651 or 
Sandie Dixon on 01323 471 702

Digital Camera Club

The Sovereign Harbour Photoclub UK meets 
on Monday evenings, from 7 to 8pm, over 
coffee, in the annex of Simply Italian on the 
Waterfront.
Prospective members of all abilities, from 
beginners to professionals are welcome.
The objective of the club is help members 
take better photographs with the camera 
they have, including smartphone cameras 
and, also, to increase the knowledge 
and ability of less experienced members 
through projects exhibitions, competitions 
and workshops, supported by talks and 
demonstrations by the more experienced 
members.
Young photographers will be especially 
welcome.
If you would be interested in taking part, 
please e-mail the secretary with your name 
and a daytime telephone number.

Sovereign Harbour Photoclub UK

mailto:membership%40shyc.co.uk?subject=
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